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2014 is a particularly notable year for us, as it is the 20th anniversary of the first use of high dose 
chemotherapy and peripheral blood stem cell transplantation for treatment of AL amyloidosis.
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From the Director

Dear Friends,

On behalf of our researchers, 
clinicians, and staff, I am 
pleased to introduce this year’s 
Amyloidosis Center report. 
2014 is a particularly notable 
year for us, as it is the 20th 
anniversary of the first use of 
high dose chemotherapy and 
peripheral blood stem cell 
transplantation for treatment of 
AL amyloidosis. This treatment, 
pioneered at our Center, was 
the first effective treatment for 
AL (light chain) amyloidosis, 
the most commonly diagnosed 
and rapidly progressive form 
of amyloidosis. In this report, 
Dr. Vaishali Sanchorawala, 
amyloid hematologist and 
Director of the Stem Cell 
Transplant Program at Boston 
Medical Center, has asked 
some of our transplant patients 
to share their stories. In the 20 
years since that first patient 
(who is still in remission from 
his disease) was treated, 
we have worked to develop 
other effective therapies for 
patients with AL amyloidosis; 
now patients have a number 
of effective options for 
treatment. Even patients with 

advanced heart disease can 
be considered for treatment: 
some of them may be eligible 
for a heart transplant through 
our collaborative program with 
the Massachusetts General 
Hospital followed by a stem 
cell transplant at BMC. These 
options give new hope for 
patients with AL amyloidosis 
and for their families.
  
2014 is also a special year 
because of breakthroughs in 
treatment of the most common 
familial type of amyloidosis, 
due to mutation in the 
transthyretin (TTR) gene. At 
the very end of 2013, Dr. John 
Berk, our Clinical Director, 
and an international group 
of collaborators, reported in 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association that an 
inexpensive anti-inflammatory 
drug, diflunisal, reduces the 
progression of nerve disease 
in patients with familial ATTR. 
This provides an oral, low cost, 
widely available treatment 
for patients with this type 
of amyloidosis. Tafamidis, 
marketed by Pfizer, also 
seems to help ATTR, and 
these drugs may also prove 
to benefit patients with ATTR 
heart disease, including those 

patients with age-related 
ATTR caused by the normal 
TTR protein (formerly termed 
“senile systemic amyloidosis”). 
A number of promising other 
agents are in clinical trials; 
Dr. Berk’s column on TTR 
amyloidosis will update you in 
more detail.

2014 was also an International 
Symposium on Amyloidosis 
year. In April, we attended 
the XIVth Symposium in 
Indianapolis, an exciting 
opportunity for researchers 
from around the world to 
share their work. At the 
Symposium (which followed 
a very informative Patient’s 
Day run by Dr. Martha Skinner, 
our emeritus director, and Dr. 
Merrill Benson, the Symposium 
host), we presented 18 papers 
on clinical and laboratory 
amyloidosis research. Dr. 
Julie Fu, our amyloid internist 
this past year, won a prize for 
her comprehensive study of 
amyloidosis involving lymph 
nodes, and our new internist, 
Dr. Katherine Bever, presented 
work on blood clots in patients 
with amyloidosis. Many other 
exciting laboratory and clinical 
findings were presented; 
details are in Dr. Connor’s 

column on research in the 
Gerry Amyloid Laboratory. We 
are most grateful to donors 
who supported travel to the 
Symposium for many of our 
trainees.

In addition to Dr. Bever, we 
are pleased to welcome Dr. 
Edward Miller, a talented 
cardiologist with expertise in 
new imaging techniques, and 
Dr. Allison Rosenberg, an 
amyloid nurse practitioner, to 
our clinical staff. The clinical 
programs of the Amyloidosis 
Center continue to grow, 
providing more and more 
opportunities for patients with 
all forms of amyloidosis to 
receive help with diagnosis and 
treatment. With the growing 
number of clinical trials for 
TTR amyloidosis, we are very 
pleased to welcome Victoria 
Lattanzi, Caitlyn Rafferty, and 
Anthony Akinbami as new 
clinical trials coordinators.
 
I hope you enjoy reading this 
report and learning more about 
this past very special year. 
Our hopes for 2015 are high; 
progress is only possible with 
the assistance of so many 
generous supporters of our 
Center. ■

Sincerely,

David C. Seldin, M.D., Ph.D

ReportAmyloidosis Center
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HDM/SCT20th Anniversary of

Patient
Stories
_____________________
Introduction by:
Dr. Sanchorawala

In June we celebrated the 
20th anniversary of the first 
patient treated at Boston 
Medical Center with high 
dose chemotherapy and 
autologous peripheral 
blood stem cell 
transplantation, the most 
aggressive, innovative 
and successful treatment 
for AL amyloidosis. We 
commemorated this event 
with a gathering of current 
and past members of 
the Amyloidosis Center 
at Boston University, 
including Dr. Martha 
Skinner, who directed the 
Amyloidosis Center; Dr. 
Daniel Wright, then Chief 
of Hematology-Oncology; 
Dr. Evan Vosburgh, 
our first transplant 
hematologist; Ms. Kathy 
Finn, the original nurse 
manager of the transplant 
program; and many other 
friends and supporters 
of our Center and our 
patients. Dr. David Seldin 
was presented with an 
anthology compiling notes 
and photographs from 
individuals who fought this 
disease with extraordinary 
courage and bravery, as a 
celebration of their lives, 
honoring survivorship and 
orchestrating hope. I view 
this book as a celebration 
of my own career as a 
physician in practice, 
education and research. 
I remember very vividly 
my first day as a trainee in 
hematology at what was 

blessing). My pre- and 
post-stem cell transplant 
course was rocky with four 
hospitalizations. But the 
care that was provided 
by Dr. Sanchorawala, 
Natasha Yancey, all the 
nurses, and the covering 
physicians and consultants 
was exceptional. I happily 
recovered with a complete 
response at one year, but 
my two-year evaluation 
showed elevated free 
light chains. I feel great 
now nine years from my 
stem cell transplant, but 
in order to keep the free 
light chains down I have 
had intermittent treatment 
including three clinical 
trials. Again I have had 
wonderful care from Dr. 
Sanchorawala and Anthony 
Shelton, RN.

Harold Forbes
Arlington, MA

____________________
Reason to Hope

Dr. Jeffery Howe and Ms. Reva 
Dolobowsky

The Boston University 
Amyloidosis Center saved 
my life. In the fall of 2008 
I was diagnosed with AL 
amyloidosis – the first 
time I had ever heard of 
this disease. As a fifty-
seven year old college 
professor of art history, it 
was far outside my field of 
expertise. The symptoms 

then the Boston University 
Hospital, when I was 
assigned to care for the 
first patient undergoing this 
treatment. This encounter, 
and the disease, fascinated 
and challenged me to 
make improving treatment 
of amyloidosis my career 
goal.

This newsletter includes 
a few of the notes from 
the survivorship book. 
The people who live in the 
pages of that book are 
heroes, whether they claim 
that label or not. There 
is nothing more heroic, 
nothing more human, than 
confronting head-on the 
possibility of loss of health 
and independence, and 
striving for an able-bodied, 
pain free life. These and 
many other patients 
bravely fought the disease 
and the complications of 
treatment. These people 
have learned to live with 
uncertainty, gathering 
utter strength from their 
remarkable tenacity and 
spirit.

Since 1994, more than 
650 patients have 
undergone treatment with 
high dose chemotherapy 
and autologous 
peripheral blood stem cell 
transplantation at BMC, 
and this has become 
a standard of care for 
amyloidosis patients 
worldwide. The outcomes 
and successes exceed 
all expectations that my 
colleagues and I could 
have imagined in July 
1994, on my first day of 
learning about this disease. 
However, much more 
remains to be done: many 
patients still succumb to 

that caught my attention 
were visual – swelling in 
my feet and foamy urine. 
Although neither my 
primary care physician nor 
my first nephrologist had 
encountered amyloidosis 
before and were not 
expecting it, they ordered 
very thorough lab tests 
and amyloid was detected 
in a kidney biopsy. They 
recommended the BMC 
program, and just over 
two months from showing 
symptoms I was at the 
Moakley Building for a 
full evaluation, which 
confirmed the diagnosis. 
A treatment plan including 
an autologous stem cell 
transplant was prescribed. 
Naturally, I was scared 
and confused – no one 
wants to hear the phrase 
“life threatening illness” 
from a physician – but Dr. 
Sanchorawala and the 
entire team of doctors and 
nurses inspired confidence 
that I would receive the 
best care possible. In 
January, I had a stem cell 
transplant which included 
a course of Velcade as 
part of a clinical trial. The 
transplant process was not 
easy, but the experienced 
and caring staff helped me 
through all complications. I 
live nearby and was able to 
go home each night, which 
was a relief. At the end of a 
month I was released from 
the program to continue 
my recovery. I could slowly 
return to a normal diet, 
and my immune system 
(and my hair) began to 
recover. At six months, I 
was  given the good news 
that I seemed to have 
had a complete positive 
response to the treatment, 
a diagnosis that was 

amyloidosis, sometimes 
because they are 
diagnosed too late, they 
are too sick, or melphalan 
chemotherapy and stem 
cell transplant does not 
work for them. Much has 
changed in 20 years, and 
many new treatments have 
been developed through 
patients participating in 
clinical trials at our and 
other centers.  

I wish to update you 
on our current clinical 
trials for AL amyloidosis. 
Novel agents including 
Pomalidomide, an 
immunomodulatory agent; 
Carfilzomib; a second 
generation proteasome 
inhibitor; Ixazomib, 
an oral proteasome 
inhibitor; Bendamustine, 
an alkylating agent; and 
NEOD001, an anti-fibril 
antibody are being studied 
for the treatment of 
relapsed AL amyloidosis. 
Additional information 
on these trials can be 
found on our website. 
Data on these clinical 
trials will be presented at 
the American Society of 
Hematology meeting to 
be held in San Francisco 
in December 2014. 
Recently, we concluded 
a trial of two cycles of 
induction treatment with 
Velcade followed by stem 
cell transplantation and 
presented the promising 
results at the International 
Symposium on Amyloidosis 
in Indianapolis in April.

I would like to honor and 
applaud all of our patients 
who have participated in 
these clinical trials, and 
thank the remarkable 
multidisciplinary team of 

confirmed at the end of 
a year. With energy and 
health improving all the 
time, I returned to full-
time teaching at Boston 
College in the fall of 2009. 
Fortunately, I had my 
extraordinary wife Reva 
with me throughout this 
journey as a committed 
caregiver and best friend, 
and she provided me with 
motivation to continue 
to live life to the fullest. 
We take long bike rides 
together, travel frequently, 
and cherish every minute.
I continue to be in 
complete remission, 
and my kidneys have 
recovered from the amyloid 
assault. Although I initially 
feared the worst and 
began to prepare myself 
for it, it has turned out 
well. In the last five years 
I have seen a change in 
the way the diagnosis is 
presented; there is much 
more optimism now. 
The research led by the 
BMC has been extremely 
valuable, and they give 
patients reason to hope.
I will always be grateful to 
the team at the BMC, and 
look forward to continuing 
to be classed as a survivor.

Jeffery Howe 
Waltham, MA

____________________
Four Years

We came to the Amyloid 
center from Southern 
California four years ago, 
scared and sad. Minutes 
after meeting with Dr. 
Vaishali Sanchorawala 
(aka Dr. Lasix) we were 
given great hope for the 
future. I enrolled as a 
patient in a clinical trial 

doctors and nurses who 
have made these studies 
possible.

___________________
Wonderful Care

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Forbes 

In early 2005, having gone 
almost a year before a 
diagnosis was made, I was 
so concerned about getting 
an appointment quickly 
I personally delivered 
my slides from another 
institution to BMC. Huffing 
and puffing I walked in 
just as the weekly patient 
review meeting was 
breaking up, and I met 
Dr. Skinner and Dr. Seldin 
who seemed impressed 
that I came with my own 
slides. Two weeks later I 
had the comprehensive 
three-day evaluation 
that provided support, 
quick feedback with 
recommendations. Drs. 
Skinner and Sanchorawala 
spent as much time as 
my wife and I needed. 
Although I was sick I 
qualified for high dose 
chemotherapy and a stem 
cell transplant (and that 
turned out to be a mixed 

of high dose Velcade 
chemotherapy and Stem 
Cell transplant. My wife 
Tracy and I felt we had 
found the best treatment in 
the country. All of the staff 
from Aura (mi amiga) who 
took my vitals every day 
and Nurse Janet who gave 
me my growth factor shots 
showed great passion and 
professionalism for their 
patients and their work. 
Thanks to Anthony Shelton

Mr. Daniel Lape

and Kathy Finn who kept 
us informed and let us 
know what to expect day 
by day! Aside from the 
science and medicine 
involved in my treatment, 
it is the wonderful people 
that we got to know that 
left the greatest impact on 
me. I still remember all of 
their faces and voices and 
how comforting they all 
were to us. Thanks to all 
and a special shout out to 
Dr. Sanchorawala aka My 
Hero!

Daniel Lape
Aliso Viejo, CA 

Continued on page 4
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news
Research and training

Patient Stories continued

____________________
Heroes

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nappi
“13 years post SCT - I ran the 
Marine Corps Marathon”
October 2012 - Washington, D.C.

Congratulations to 
the Boston University 
Amyloidosis Center on the 
20th anniversary of the first 

in blood may correlate 
with disease.  Dr. 
Connors presented her 
findings at the XIVth 
International Symposium 
on Amyloidosis held in 
Indianapolis this past 
spring and is preparing a 
manuscript on this work. 
Her student Jacqueline 
Sikora is studying how 
elements in the TTR gene 
itself modulate disease in 
these patients. She has 
found a genetic variant 
that appears to protect 
from the disease, as well 
as four other variants 
associated with age of 
onset and survival. Jackie’s 
work, which will help us 
to understand why some 
people are at risk of 

developing this disease, 
will soon be published 
in the journal Human 
Genetics. In related studies 
on TTR amyloidosis, post-
doctoral fellow Dr. Michael 
J. Greene is studying how 
a “chaperone” in the blood 
called clusterin can work 
with the drug diflunisal to 
modulate TTR amyloid 
fibril formation.  In addition, 
with funding from the E. 
Rhodes and Leona B. 
Carpenter Foundation, Dr. 
Greene will examine the 
concentrations of more 

The Gerry Amyloid 
Laboratory, directed by Dr. 
Lawreen Connors, is the 
epicenter of research on 
amyloidosis at BU, and 
also coordinates training 
of the next generation of 
amyloid investigators. This 
month, Yanyan Lu became 
Dr. Lu, receiving her Ph.D. 
in biochemistry for mass 
spectrometric analysis 
of immunoglobulin light 
chains in urine and tissues, 
work mentored by Dr. 
Cathy Costello. Clarissa 
Koch and Jacqueline 
Sikora are also working 
towards their Ph.D.s; their 
work is discussed below. 

there was also Dr. Seldin. 
I trusted in him like I 
would in a brother.  I still 
remember what I told Dr 
Skinner “Dr. Seldin is the 
best”.  The Amyloidosis 
Center staff became family 
to me. We can never 
thank you enough. You will 
always be my HEROES.

Frank Nappi
Valrico, FL

____________________
Purple Eyes

My story began with 
purple eyes.  My family 
are hockey players, so 
most people just assumed 
I took a puck in the eye 
until a biopsy showed 
I had amyloidosis.  
Chemotherapy with 
Velcade proved 
unsuccessful. For me a 
decision for a stem cell 
transplant occurred about 
1½ years after my initial 

era in TTR amyloid 
management, with the 
publication of results from 
the Diflunisal Trial.  This 
study, headed by Dr. John 
Berk and conducted by 
more than 20 investigators 
at 8 sites around the 
world, was a phase 
III double-blind trial to 
determine if diflunisal, a 
well-known generic non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory 
medication, would be 
effective in treating ATTR.  
The trial was supported 
by the National Institutes 
of Health, the Food and 
Drug Administration, the 
Boston University Clinical 
and Translational Sciences 
Institute, the Young Family 
Amyloid Research Fund 

at Boston University, and 
other Amyloid Center 
donors. Merck Sharp 
and Dohme provided 
the diflunisal pills. This 
study was based upon 
the ground-breaking work 
of our collaborator Dr. 
Jeffery Kelly at the Scripps 
Institute in California, who 
showed that diflunisal 
stabilizes TTR in the test 
tube, and postulated it 
might do the same thing 
in patients, preventing 
aggregation of TTR into 
amyloid.  Results of the 

meeting. Visiting from 
Italy to develop skills as 
clinical amyloid cardiology 
researchers, Dr. Francesco 
Salinaro analyzed 
strain abnormalities on 
echocardiography in 
work mentored by Dr. 
Rick Ruberg, and Dr. 
Christine Quarto analyzed 
echocardiographic 
changes in patients treated 
with diflunisal in the 
international phase III trial. 

One of the unanswered 
questions in the amyloid 
field is how normal or 
wild-type transthyretin 
(TTRwt) can cause cardiac 

successful treatment of 
high dose melphalan and 
stem cell transplantation 
for AL amyloidosis. The 
amount of progress that 
has been achieved to treat 
this disease is awesome.
HEROES! That is how 
I describe your staff.  
Heroes save lives and the 
Amyloidosis Center saved 
mine almost 15 years ago.  
I arrived in Boston in 1999 
with little hope and what I 
thought was very little time.  
A few days later I left with 
great hope for survival.  My 
journey through the stem 
cell transplant process was 
no fun, but the memories 
of the people I met will 
last forever. The staff was 
compassionate, caring 
and loving while still being 
competent, dynamic and 
state-of-art.  I would like to 
specifically mention the
outstanding care provided 
by Dr. Skinner and Dr. 
Sanchorawala. Of course, 

than 360 blood proteins in 
samples from patients with 
ATTRwt and other types of 
amyloid cardiomyopathy, 
in the hopes of identifying 
biomarkers that may aid in 
diagnosis and treatment. 
Graduate student Clarissa 
Koch is investigating the 
response of cardiac cells 
to amyloidogenic forms 
of transthyretin. She is 
testing the toxicity-blocking 
potential of drugs, such 
as doxycycline, diflunisal, 
and kiacta. Clarissa 
is conducting parallel 
studies using cardiac cells 
generated from induced 
pluripotential stem (iPS) 
cells derived from blood 
from our patients, created 
in collaboration with Dr. 

George Murphy in the 
Center for Regenerative 
Medicine here at BU.  In 
addition, Ms. Koch is 
characterizing the levels 
of retinol binding protein, 
a natural partner of TTR, 
in patients with ATTR 
amyloidosis.  Some of 
her work will be published 
in the proceedings of 
the XIVth International 
Symposium on 
Amyloidosis.

The end of 2013 heralded 
the beginning of a new 

The Gerry Laboratory staff 
enjoyed having two high 
school students working 
in the lab in the summer, 
Georgina Giampaolo and 
Hansika Iyer; Hansika is 
the fourth student from 
the Catalyst science 
program at Governors 
Academy. Richard Wilson, 
a cardiology fellow, was 
mentored by Dr. Flora 
Sam in a study of the 
effect of doxycycline on 
cardiomyocyte remodeling 
in light chain-induced 
cardiac amyloidosis 
that was presented at 
the American Heart 
Association annual 

diagnosis. It was a much 
bigger undertaking than I 
anticipated.  The worst 

Ms. Sullivan (center) with
Dr. Seldin and Dr. Sanchorawala

part of the process for me 
was the ice therapy  (to 
think, I used to like snow 
cones). It helped that I had 
the most wonderful team 
at Boston Medical Center.  
The stem cell transplant 
team and amyloid doctors 
are second to none.  And 
the interesting thing is that 
they are really nice people.

Diane Sullivan
N. Andover, MA ■

Diflunisal Trial, published in 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association proved 
Dr. Kelly’s hypothesis to 
be correct.  Diflunisal is 
remarkably effective in 
inhibiting the progression 
of polyneuropathy in 
patients with familial 
ATTR amyloidosis.  
Tafamidis, a proprietary 
drug marketed in Europe 
and Japan by Pfizer, has 
similar properties.  We are 
optimistic that diflunisal, 
tafamidis, or other TTR 
stabilizers will also be 
effective in treating ATTR 
cardiomyopathy. Ongoing 
clinical trials will answer 
this question. We are 
grateful to patients who 
have participated or 
will participate in these 
important trials. 

In addition to stabilizing 
existing TTR protein to 
prevent amyloid formation, 
what if you could also 
prevent synthesis of TTR 
protein? In theory, this 
would also slow or prevent 
development of TTR 
amyloidosis.  In 2014, we 
now have tools to do that, 
with TTR gene silencers 
including anti-sense RNA 
oligonucleotides developed 
by ISIS Pharmaceuticals 
and small intefering RNAs 
developed by Alnylam 
Pharmaceuticals.  In 
normal volunteers, both 
approaches knock down 
TTR protein levels.  Clinical 
trials are now enrolling 
patients to learn if this 
reduces TTR amyloid 
formation and progression 
of polyneuropathy.  If you 
are interested in learning 
more or participating in one 
of these studies, please 
contact us. 

While light chain (AL) 
amyloidosis can be

continued on page 6

amyloidosis in older 
patients, in a disease 
known previously as senile 
systemic amyloidosis or 
SSA. Over the past 5 
years, with funding from 
the National Institute on 
Aging at the NIH, Dr. 
Lawreen Connors has 
enrolled more than 100 
patients with ATTRwt 
onto a study to analyze 
temporal changes clinical, 
laboratory, and cardiologic 
data.  Data from this 
study gives us a better 
understanding of how 
ATTRwt progresses and 
will help us to determine 
what biomarkers present 

By Lawreen Connors, John Berk, David Seldin

Dr. Berk (seated front left) and the international investigators for the difluinisal trial celebrating the results
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Challenge

Photos

the Stewart

Amyloidosis Center

In the Spring Sandi Stewart organized her family and friends to offer a $50,000 Challenge Grant. The Grant was in 
memory of Sandi’s Dad, John Stewart, a longtime patient and advisor to the Center until his death in 2011. The Stewart 
family and John Stewart’s former McKinsey business colleagues generously offered to match gifts to the Center’s 
Endowment Fund up to $50,000. Our endowment fund is maintained by Boston University and provides the Center with 
the interest on the endowed monies for research on amyloidosis each year. This regular support is critically important to 
insure sustainability of the Center’s activities.

We are pleased to report that nearly as soon as the Challenge went out it was enthusiastically met by you, the family and 
friends of the Center. Your generous gifts were doubled by the generosity of the Stewarts and our endowment has grown 
by $100,000.  We are very grateful to the Stewart family and friends and to all of you.

treated with stem cell 
transplantation and
other drugs (see Dr. 
Sanchorawala’s write-
up elsewhere in this 
newsletter), we also hope to 
develop targeted therapies 
to block AL fibril formation. 
Dr. Jennifer Ward has been 
comparing the effectiveness 
of different tetracycline-
derived antibiotics to 
disrupt AL amyloid fibrils.  
Working with Ms. Varuna 
Shibad, a talented research 
associate, Dr. Ward has 
established a method to 

measure the amount of 
amyloid present in tissues, 
to aid in evaluating drug 
efficacy. In collaboration 
with Dr. George Murphy in 
the Center for Regenerative 
Medicine, Dr. Ward is 
developing human LC-
secreting iPS stem cells 
that will also be used 
for drug testing. Using a 
combination of biophysical 
and bioinformatic 
techniques, Dr. Elena 
Klimtchuk has identified 
“hot spots” in the light 
chain variable domains that 

promote misfolding and fibril 
formation. Complementing 
her previous biophysical 
studies of a role for the 
constant domain of the light 
chain in fibril formation, 
Dr. Tatiana Prokaeva has 
analyzed mutations in this 
domain in amyloidogenic 
light chains. These studies, 
supported by the Gruss and 
Wildflower Foundations, 
were reported at the XIVth 
International Symposium on 
Amyloidosis in Indianapolis. 
Dr. Prokaeva, Brian 
Spencer, and Haili Cui are 

also working on project 
supported by the Institute 
of Medicine to screen sera 
obtained from members of 
the Air Force who served in 
Vietnam and were exposed 
to the herbicide “Agent 
Orange” for abnormal light 
chains. Agent Orange 
has been implicated as a 
cause of multiple myeloma 
and of AL amyloidosis; the 
incidence of these diseases 
in veterans in not known. ■

Research and training News continued

Graduate student: Ms.Clarrisa Koch at the XIVth International Symposium

 Boston group at the XIVth International Symposium

 Dr. Marc Semigran, MGH collaborator, presenting heart transplant data

Cardiology collaborators: Drs. Berk and Ruberg (Boston) with
Drs. Salinaro and Perlini (Italy)

Drs. Skinner and Merlini at the XIVth International Symposium

Graduate student: Ms. Jacqueline Sikora at the XIVth International 
Symposium

The Stewart Family: Diane Stewart, William Patty, Sandi Stewart, Michael Abrams, Eliot Stewart, Eliot Patty, Ian Highet, Lea Highet
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Thank You!

2012-2013Amyloidosis Center Donor List

$1,500 - $1,999
Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Freshwater
Mrs. Dorothy M. Green
Mr. Alan R. Langille
Mr. and Mrs. Jordan C. Paul

$1,000 - $1,499
Mr. and Mrs. Oachel Asbury
Mr. Abraham I. Bennett
Dr. Alan M. Berg and Ms. Sharon G. Wolpert
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart A. Blanchard
Mr. David C. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. John Warren Carpenter
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Citrone, Jr.
Mr. J. G. Cosgrove
Mr. Wayne Crandell
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Devlin
Mr. William H. Edington
Mr. Elliot M. Fiedler
Mr. John F. Folley
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Gallup
Mrs. Betty Joanne Gaver
Mr. Luke Hauber
Ms. Jackie C. Horne and Mr. Keith A. Smith
Ms. Janel Newkirk Hutchinson and
   Ms. Christine Newkirk Zettel
Mr. Hal Stanley Jones and
   Ms. Anne-Lise Auclair-Jones
Ms. Maureen O’Brien Kennedy
Mrs. Mary D. Kirchner
Ms. Sandra L. Kirmeyer
Mr. Joseph Kulas
Ms. Savina Kumar-Dhaliwal
Mr. Edward J. Lenkin and Ms. Roselin Atzwanger
Mr. James L. Lerner
Ms. Mary Lucchesi and Mr. Alexander Ogedegbe
Mrs. Linda M. Monkell
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mueller
Mrs. Rita M. O’Neil
Mr. Robert J. Owczarek
Mrs. Ann S. Rosenthal
Mrs. Ann L. Schafstedde
Robert B. Serino, Esq.
Ms. Sally L. Speer
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Steele
Mr. Stephen G. Stein
Ms. Cyrille D. Straus
Ms. Frankie Anne Tester
Mr. John Tresling
Mr. Adrian Washington

$500 - $999
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Amerlan
Mr. and Mrs. M. William Backus
Mr. Robert Baker and Dr. Katherine E. Rowan
Rabbi Amy D. Bardack and
   Dr. Jared W. Magnani
Ms. Maria Birardi
Mr. Albert J. Birmingham
Ms. Jacklin Bodaghi
Mr. Ronald L. Boucek
Ms. Isabelle C. Brister
Mr. and Mrs. Roger M. Brown
Ms. Millicent Buckner
Mr. William F. Butterfield

Mr. George Keches
Mr. Dennis J. Kelly and Dr. Linda S. Aglio
Ms. Sheila Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Kober
Mr. and Mrs. Steven B. Koretz
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kreiss
Mr. Albert Kwok
Mr. and Mrs. Barry J. Lewin
Ms. Kimberly G. Litherland
Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Livingston
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Magnotta
Mr. and Mrs. Tim McNally
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Mehalovich
Ms. Carol Miller
Ms. Audrey Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Morton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Padmavathy Narravula
Mrs. Barbara Noymer
Mr. Daniel L. O’Connor
Ms. Lisa O’Connor
Ms. Mary E. O’Donnell
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Joseph Pereles
Ms. Nancy L. Pfordresher-Newkirk
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Ritzert, Jr.
Dr. Matthew G. Rivkin
Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. Rouvalis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Salkas
Ms. Laurie Santos and Dr. Martin Cherniack
Mr. James R. Schiffer and
   Ms. Dorinda M. Cosimano
Mr. Victor C. Schlitzer
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Seyler
Mr. Reginald Shaw
Mr. Joseph R. Shea
Ms. Sheryl Short
Mr. Jerel B. Silver
Mr. Michael L. Silverman
Mr. John Small
Ms. Adrianne G. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Stodghill
Ms. Diane M. Sullivan
Mrs. Susan W. Tofias
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Virden
Mr. Craig Waterfield
Mr. P. Donald Watson
Mr. Thomas Watson and Mr. Gerald Laudato
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Weimar
Mr. Samuel H. Wolcott, III
Mr. Gary L. Wolf
Ms. Anneli Wrethling
Ms. Catherine E. Zadoretzky

    Deceased

Corporations and 
Foundations
Alexandria Capital, LLC.
ALNYLAM US, Inc.
Amyloidosis Support Groups, Inc.
Arbella Insurance Foundation
Arlington Community Foundation

Individual Donors
$100,000 and above
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Gruss
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Nathanson
Mrs. Eliot Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. Ian Highet, and                  
   Mr. and Mrs. William Patty
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Wikler

$50,000 - $99,999
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin R. Berlin
Mrs. Eliot Stewart

$25,000 - $49,999
Mr. Juan De JS Hernandez Batista

$20,000 - $24,999
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Finkielsztein
Ms. Debra Therit Scheffenacker
Dr. Martha Skinner and Dr. Sumner Stone

$10,000 - $19,999
Mr. Clayton W. Frye, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ray A. Garver
Ms. Julie Hansell
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Shooshan
Ms. Alyssa Shooshan and Ms. Kate Shooshan
Ms. Diane Stewart and Ms. Sandra Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Winokur

$5,000 - $9,999
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Dixon, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton W. Josey, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Thomas Katsaros
Ms. Margaret McGrath
Dr. Joseph McNelis
Mr. Ben Newman
Dr. David C. Seldin and Dr. Elizabeth Hohmann
Ms. Joanne Wood  

$2,500 - $4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Connell
Ms. Ineke M. Dikland
Mr. John R. Evans, Jr.
Dr. Stephen W. Hildreth
Mr. and Mrs. Terry R. Peel
Mr. Richard M. Pryor
Mrs. Marion L. Young

$2,000 - $2,499
Ms. Joan Hadley Craw
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fink
Dr. and Mrs. Harold W. Forbes
Mrs. Ruth Ann Homan
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton Lott, Jr.
Ms. Rebecca A. Massey
Mr. and Mrs. Sean B. McSweeney
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Nolen
Ms. Leslie M. Sherr 
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan G. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Craig J. Stanley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Trotter
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Wellington
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Wright

Mr. John A. Stone and Ms. Sally Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. David P. VanZant
Mr. Ira M. Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Whitney
Ms. Maryann Rosenthal Wyner

$250 - $499
Mrs. Fay A. Alpert
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Baker
Mr. Carl W. Banks  and Ms. Gari Ann Banks
Mrs. Sara Ann Beard
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Bell
Mr. Florencio Berrios Castrodad
Ms. Arlene H. Berrol
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Boyle, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Branca
Dr. and Mrs. Scott E. Brown
Ms. Robyn K. Burnside
Noran J. Camp, J.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Caruthers
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher H. Casey
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Clark
Mr. Mark Clarke
Ms. Patricia G. Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Collins
Mr. Richard Corn
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Costello
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth William Craw, III
Ms. Lorraine M. Curry
Ms. Jennifer C. Davis
Ms. Lena Delligatti
Mr. Edward C. DePhilippis
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne L. Dingwell
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Dobbie
Ms. Patricia L. Eaton
Mr. Michael Ferraro and Mr. Denis Ferraro
Ms. Valerie Fischler
Mrs. Barbara S. Fleischer
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Folley
Mrs. Karen Fowler
Ms. Janis H. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan David Fry
Mr. David Garnett
Mr. and Mrs. Scott L. Garrett
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Goldberg
Honorable Susan Golding
Mr. John R. Gouin
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Griffa
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Hancock
Mr. and Mrs. Sanford I. Hansell
Ms. Lisa Harris and Mr. Timothy Beutel
Mr. and Mrs. Jay V. Hebert
Ms. Andrea C. Henry
Mr. Jeffery W. Howe and
   Ms. Reva M. Dolobowsky
Ms. M. Christine Huth-Thompson
Mr. Thomas M. Hyndman, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ingel
Mrs. Judith A. Johnson
Ms. Patricia T. Judice
Mr. Peter Kaplan
Dr. Gary Karlin and Ms. Jane Zamost
Mr. Earle W. Kazis

Ms. Deborah Winston Callard
Ms. Dorothy K. Capsolas
Mr. Kenneth Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Chadwick
Mr. Patrick H. and Dr. Lenore D. Collins
Dr. Richard W. Cribbs  and
   Eleanor T. Cribbs
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Dee Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. DeCubellis
Mrs. Helen Ann DeSimone
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy F. Desmond
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Doggett, Jr.
Mr. Peter Dooley
Ms. Anne Dooley Ikeda
Dr. Howard Mark Felt
Muriel and Stephen D. Finkel
Mr. Steven R. Finley and Ms. Linda Stillman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Fleischer
Mr. David A. Frantz
Mr. Mark Gillie and Ms. Anne L. Roe
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Gilman
Ms. Roberta Grigg
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Harlem
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Hearn
Reverend Norman A. Hjelm
Ms. Betsy E. Horen
Mr. William Isaacson
Dr. and Mrs. Numeriano Jalbuena, Jr.
Ms. Charlsie Keefe James
Ms. Eve M. Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. C. Monroe Keeney
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Kerstetter
Mr. Harold J. Kober
Mr. Holger Krogemann
Mr. and Mrs. Rodger J. Laurite
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond M. L’Heureux
Ms. Valerie Farro Mariano
Ms. Phoebe S. Markey
Lt. Colonel Gary E. Martilla, (Ret)
Mr. and Mrs. John Matter
Ms. Sophia McCrocklin
Ms. Kim McMahon
Mr. Michael M. Monteith
Ms. Tamar Myers and Mr. Raymond D. Salvo
Ms. Adina Ness
Ms. Betty M. Nobel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Nozza
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Oberzut
Mr. and Mrs. A. Neil Pappalardo
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Patry
Ms. Stephanie Petersen
Mr. Richard W. Pogue
Mr. and Mrs. John Scott Poucher
Ms. Stella Ann Renaker
Honorable Kate Rosenthal
Mr. and Mrs. E. Dennis Ross
Dr. Katherine E. Rowan
Mr. Steven B. Rupp
Mr. Barry Schiro
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Schwedock
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Shapiro
Dr. Irving Shiffman
Ms. Sally W. Simoes
Mr. and Mrs. Lee R. Slosberg
Mrs. Susan C. Stoddard

Artistic Dentistry of Hanover
Assyrian American Association of San Jose
Brady Foundation
EMC Insurance Companies
Fife Family Foundation, Inc.
Frank Citrone Research Fund
GE Energy Financial Services
General Electric Company
Great Island Foundation
Great-West Life Assurance Company
Griffin Family Foundation
Gruss Foundation
IBM
Ineke M. Dikland Revocable Trust
Jones Day
Katsaros Family Foundation
Kindred Healthcare, Inc.
Kolar Charitable Foundation of BuckleySandler
LSS Data Systems
Manic  NYC LLC
Marion L. Young Trust
Maureen O’Brien Kennedy Trust
Medical Information Technology Australia (Pty) Ltd
Navin, Haffty and Associates
NBCUniversal Media LLC
Northern Trust Charitable Giving Program at the 
Chicago Community Foundation
NSTAR Electric and Gas
Penn Virginia Corporation
Pfizer
Primo Painting Contracting Corp
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Schwab Charitable Fund
Sea Port Marine Corporation
Starwood Capital Group Management, L.L.C.
Steven B. Rupp Living Trust
Taylor Networks LLC
The Barbara A. Noymer Trust
The Daniel Z. Weida Family Living Trust
The Irving T. Bush Foundation, Inc.
The Jeanne & Herbert Hansell Fund
Thurston Community Players
Universal Printing Company LLC
Verizon Communications
Winokur Family Foundation, Inc.

Fundraisers
Dick Bounds Memorial Horseshoe Tournament
Bill Cunningham Ski Race
James Hansell Memorial Marathon Run
Friends of Mary Miliano
Mike’s Team
Nassau Wings Motor Cycle Club, Inc.
John Tempest Memorial Golf Tournament
University of New Hampshire NH A Capella
Walk For An Angel Fund

The Amyloidosis Center at Boston University School of Medicine is pleased to recognize the generosity of its 
many donors whose support has assisted us in enhancing and continuing our progress in discovering a cure for amyloidosis.  
We thank our donors for their ongoing participation and commitment.  This donor list recognizes individuals who have made gifts 

totaling $250 or more to the Amyloidosis Center over 2 years since January 2012.  We have made every effort to provide a 
complete and accurate list.  We apologize in advance for any errors that may have been made.  While space constraints prevent 
us from listing the names of donors of gifts under $250, we very sincerely appreciate the support of those many donors.
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2014 is a particularly notable year for us, as it is the 20th anniversary of the first use of high dose 
chemotherapy and peripheral blood stem cell transplantation for treatment of AL amyloidosis.

Amyloidosis Center
72 East Concord Street, K-503
Boston, MA 02118

Phone  617.638.4317
Fax  617.638.4493
Email  amyloid@bu.edu

Website  www.bu.edu/amyloid

The Amyloidosis Center gratefully accepts 
financial support for our research and clinical 
programs from patients, family, and friends.

For more information on bequests and other 
planned giving options contact us at the 
address listed above or by phone.

Donations can be made through our
website or by mail.

Hematologist: Dr. Mark Sloan

Nephrologists: Drs. Andrea 
Havasi and Lauren Stern

Cardiologist: Dr. Flora Sam Internists: Drs. Katie Bever and
Allison Rosenberg

Dr. David Seldin and Ms. Janis Johnson

Dr. David Seldin addressing guests at the 2oth Anniversary Celebration


