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Stanley H. Rosen, 84, a College 
of Arts & Sciences professor emeri-
tus of philosophy, on May 4, 2014.

Rosen, who grew up in Cleveland, Ohio,   

received a bachelor’s degree from the Uni-

versity of Chicago and went on to earn a PhD 

from the university’s Committee on Social 

Thought in 1955. 

Rosen received several awards and fel-

lowships to continue his philosophy studies 

in Europe, including a stint as a Littauer 

Fellow at the American School of Classical 

Studies in Athens; a study grant from the 

American Philosophical Society in Tubingen, 

Germany; an Earhart Foundation Research 

Scholarship at the University of Heidelberg; 

and a scholarship to conduct research at the 

London School of Economics. 

He taught for almost 40 years in the phi-

losophy department at Pennsylvania State 

University and was appointed its Evan  Pugh 

Professor of Philosophy in 1985. 

In 1994, Rosen joined Boston University 

as the Borden Parker Bowne Professor of 

Philosophy. He was known for his teachings 

on Hegel, Heidegger, Nietzsche, and Plato. 

He retired in 2008 as professor emeritus 

and moved with his wife to Philadelphia to 

be closer to their daughter. The Borden 

Parker Bowne Professorship is now held 

by Charles Griswold. 

During his more than five decades in 

academia, Rosen held 11 guest professor -

ships at prestigious universities around the 

world, earned a Doctor Honoris Causa from 

the New University in Lisbon, and served on 

the editorial boards of several philosophi-

cal publications.

He wrote more than 25 books and was 

asked to speak at lectures and symposia 

around the globe. Several of his books and 

articles have been translated into languages 

such as French, Polish, Catalan, Japanese, 

and Chinese. 

His work was and continues to be influ-

ential in the fields of metaphysics, episte-

mology, political philosophy, rhetoric, and 

literary theory. 

Rosen’s teachings inspired young phi-

los ophers and honed their skills as aca-

demic researchers. In a note to the Boston 

Uni versity philosophy community on 

Rosen’s passing, David Roochnik, a CAS 

professor and chair of the philosophy 

department, wrote, “For those of us who 

knew him well, his death is a remarkable 

loss. He was an extraordinary person and 

thinker, and we will cherish his memory. 

I, for one, would certainly not have become 

the person I am—and, dare I say it, the phi-

losopher I am—without having studied 

with him.”—MR p

of Our Neighbor-

hoods: And How 

Communities Are 

Resisting Take-overs 

by Colleges, Hospitals, 

Churches, Businesses, 

and Public Agencies 

(Morrow).

Worthy taught 

journalism at Boston 

University in the 

late 1970s, but left 

the University after 

conflicts with the 

administration. 

He also taught at 

several academic 

and advocacy insti-

tutions, including 

the University of 

Massachusetts, 

Howard University, 

and the National 

Whistleblowers 

Center. 

In addition to his 

Nieman Fellowship, 

Worthy was awarded 

a Ford Foundation 

grant, and several 

freedom of the press 

awards. In 2008, he 

was presented with 

the Lyons Award 

for Conscience and 

Integrity in Jour-

 nalism by the Nieman 

Foundation for Jour-

 nalism. Then–Nieman 

Foundation curator 

Bob Giles praised 

Worthy for his dedica-

tion to freedom of 

the press both in the 

United States and 

abroad. “Through-

out his life in jour-

nalism,” Giles said, 

“Bill Worthy demon-

strated a remarkable 

spirit of courage and 

independence in 

his determination 

to inform readers 

about places our 

government wanted 

to keep hidden from 

public view.” 

STANLEY H. ROSEN, WHO TAUGHT 
AT THE UNIVERSITY FOR 14 YEARS, 
WAS KNOWN FOR HIS SCHOLAR–
SHIP ON HEGEL, HEIDEGGER, 
NIETZSCHE, AND PLATO.
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