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journalists respond to.” 
McKeen says that when  
he started at BU in 2010,  
he and Klarfeld settled into  
a routine. Klarfeld would 
stop by McKeen’s office 
every day, sit on the couch, 
and discuss the morning’s 
news. “He would ask me if 
I saw this item on page B12 
in which they commit a 
heinous crime against lan-
guage,” McKeen remembers. 
“He was a great colleague.”

Before coming to BU, 
Klarfeld was a bureau chief 
at UPI and an assistant city 
editor at the Boston Globe. 
He also worked in various 
positions at the Holyoke 
Transcript-Telegram, the 
Boston Record-American, 
the Boston Herald, and the 
Boston Phoenix. His free-
lance work appeared in the 
Sunday Times of London, 
Saveur magazine, Boston 
magazine, Oceans magazine, 
and the Boston Review of the 
Arts, among others. He was 
for a brief time a political 
press secretary, he testi-
fied as an expert witness in 
court cases concerning First 
Amendment rights and jour-
nalistic standards, and he 
was an editorial consultant 
and writing coach.

When news of his death 
was announced on the 
journalism department’s 
Facebook page, more than 
two dozen former students 
and colleagues left com-
ments. In an obituary in the 
Boston Globe, he was remem-
bered fondly by several of his 
students, who now work at 
respected news agencies  
and publications, such as 
the Associated Press and 
National Geographic.

WBUR’s Morning Edition 
newswriter Ally Jarmanning 

(COM’08) was a student in 
Klarfeld’s fundamentals 
of journalism class. Now 
a COM adjunct professor, 
she uses a class exercise she 
learned from Klarfeld: “I’ll 
pretend to be the police chief 
and tell the students there’s 
been a murder,” she says. 
“They have to ask me ques-
tions and write their own 
breaking news story in 20 
or 30 minutes. At first they 
think they can’t do it in that 
short a time, but that’s how 
you learn to be a reporter 
and work on deadline.”

Jarmanning stayed in 
touch with Klarfeld after 
graduation and the two 
would go out for sushi lunch-
es. After looking back at old 
emails and reminiscing, 
she says, “I saw how much I 
relied on him as a friend and 
for career advice.”

Journalist Delia Cabe 
(CAS’82, COM’92), who 
teaches at Emerson College, 
says Klarfeld taught her how 
to write quickly and how to 
think on her feet. “He had a 
lot of energy and passion,” 
she says. “He ran a tight 
ship, and he always remind-
ed us that we were writing 
about people’s lives.”

Zach Halperin (COM’16) 
remembers feeling in-
timidated because he was 
the only undergraduate 
in Klarfeld’s columns and 
editorials class. “We had to 
write a 700-word column ev-
ery week and read it in front 
of the class,” Halperin says. 
“He just encouraged me to be 
myself and find my writer’s 
voice…. We always talked 
after the class, emailed back 
and forth, talked about what 
I wanted to do going forward. 
He was a great professor, and 
he made me a better writer.”

Herbert Voigt helped build the College of Engineering’s 
biomedical engineering department into one of the larg-
est and highest-ranked programs of its kind in the nation. 

Voigt, an ENG professor of biomedical engineering, 
died unexpectedly on January 25, 2018. He was 65. 

“Herb Voigt had an enormous, positive impact on the 
BME department, especially in its earliest days,” 

ENG’s Herbert Voigt  
Was a Dedicated  

Researcher, Mentor
Helped transform biomedical engineering from an 
undergraduate-only department into a nationally 

ranked program |  BY JOEL BROWN

As principal 
investigator of 
BU’s Auditory 
Neurophysiology 
Laboratory, 
Herbert Voigt 
sought to better 
understand how 
the brain responds 
to sound.
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In Memoriam

kONLINE: Read a selection of published alumni obituaries at bu.edu/bostonia.

1930s
RUTH B. HAYWARD (CAS’35) 
Portland, Ore.

1940s
LENA L. NERI (CAS’44, GRS’45) 
Millbury, Mass.
ALICE L. SUTHERLAND 
(SARGENT’44) 
Castle Pines, Colo.
PASQUA “PAT” A. BODINIZZO 
(CAS’45) 
Worcester, Mass.
JANE E. SWEET (SARGENT’45) 
Portland, Conn.
SHIRLEY H. JOHNSON (CFA’46) 
Norton, Mass.
SPENCER W. CAMPBELL 
(QUESTROM’47) 
Danvers, Mass.
WALTER E. TAYLOR (WHEELOCK’47, 
STH’50) 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
MADELINE K. ANTON (PAL’48) 
Carlisle, Mass.
CAROLYN G. GREENE (CAS’48) 
Needham, Mass.
CAROL R. HORNBECK (SARGENT’48) 
Ormond Beach, Fla.
JEROME D. OGAN (QUESTROM’48, 
LAW’50) 
Salem, Mass.
KATHERINE M. STANNARD (CAS’48, 
GRS’48) 
Paxton, Mass.
THOMAS HARRY HILL (CFA’49,’55) 
Yellow Springs, Ohio
PAUL KARASS (QUESTROM’49) 
Bath, Maine
PHILIP R. PITRUZZELLO (GRS’49) 
Seattle, Wash.

1950s
JOHN HURST ADAMS (STH’50,’56) 
Atlanta, Ga.
PHYLLIS KAUFMAN EDELMAN 
(CAS’50) 
Philadelphia, Pa.
RONALD C. FRENCH (COM’50) 
Hamden, Conn.
RICHARD A. JACOBSON 
(QUESTROM’50) 
Shelburne, Vt.
DANA PRESCOTT VAUGHAN 
(WHEELOCK’50) 
Canyon Lake, Calif.
LEON G. WIGRIZER (LAW’50) 
Philadelphia, Pa.
JOYCE BAKER (SARGENT’51) 
Boyne City, Mich.
DOROTHEA L. DAME (PAL’51) 
Littleton, Mass.
ALBERT L. FREEDMAN (MED’51) 
Newton Centre, Mass.
MARTIN C. GOLDMAN (LAW’51) 
Swampscott, Mass.
DAVID A. JOHNSTON (DGE’49, 
CAS’51) 
Ormond Beach, Fla.
ALVIN P. LAFON (CAS’51) 
Albany, Ore.
LOUISE J. LEAVENWORTH (SSW’51) 
Waterbury, Conn.

VITE J. PIGAGA (QUESTROM’51) 
Worcester, Mass.
EARL H. ROVIT (GRS’51,’57) 
New York, N.Y.
VAUGHN YACOBIAN (DGE’49, CAS’51) 
Needham, Mass.
ROBERT F. BARRETT 
(WHEELOCK’52) 
Hingham, Mass.
DIANA M. DAHLQUIST (CFA’52) 
Beverly, Mass.
RICHARD MERRILL DAVIS 
(QUESTROM’52) 
Hanover, Pa.
BERNARD M. DEVINE (LAW’52) 
Falmouth, Maine
SAUL FREILICH (DGE’50, COM’52) 
Wallingford, Conn.
MARY E. FRENIERE (WHEELOCK’52) 
Manchester, Conn.
REGINALD J. FURNESS (DGE’50, 
LAW’52) 
North Chelmsford, Mass.
MORRIS “MOE” SHAFFER (DGE’50, 
CAS’52) 
Jupiter, Fla.
NORMA M. WHITE (PAL’52) 
Kennebunk, Maine
CHARLES W. TOLMAN 
(QUESTROM’53) 
Scarborough, Maine
PHILIP A. CLARKE (STH’54) 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine
PHILLIP A. COLE (QUESTROM’54, 
GRS’55,’63) 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine
DOROTHY KLAYMAN 
(WHEELOCK’54) 
Canton, Mass.
DORIS B. KOCH (DGE’51, 
WHEELOCK’54) 
West Dennis, Mass.
NANCY L. MCNULTY (PAL’54) 
South Chesterfield, Va.
PATRICIA M. PHILLIPS 
(WHEELOCK’54) 
Satellite Beach, Fla.
ROBERT H. SAPPEY (QUESTROM’54) 
Winston-Salem, N.C.
PETER GABRIEL SICURELLA 
(QUESTROM’54) 
North Chelmsford, Mass.
LOUISE SOARES (CFA’54,’56) 
Concord, Mass.
RUTH A. CONCANNON 
(WHEELOCK’55) 
Waltham, Mass.
ALBERT C. DAVIS (CFA’55) 
Wrentham, Mass.
LAWRENCE M. LEVINE 
(QUESTROM’55) 
Henderson, Nev.
WILLIAM SCHWARTZ (DGE’52, 
LAW’55, GRS’60) 
New York, N.Y.
EMMETT A. SHEA 
(WHEELOCK’55,’56, GRS’61) 
Framingham, Mass.
WILLIAM G. SMITH 
(WHEELOCK’55,’58) 
Scituate, Mass.
GEORGE TWIGG (QUESTROM’55) 
Kennebunk Beach, Maine

LORLE P. WOLFSON (CAS’55) 
Bryn Mawr, Pa.
KENNETH W. HAGERSTROM 
(WHEELOCK’56,’62)  
Venice, Fla.
F. SHEILA HUGHES (CFA’56) 
Hampton Falls, N.H.
JOHN F. PHILBRICK (QUESTROM’56) 
Gloucester, Mass.
DAVID O. POINDEXTER (STH’56,’57) 
Seaside, Ore.
JUNE M. AGRANAT (CAS’57, COM’62) 
Newton, Mass.
VIVIAN EDELMAN (DGE’57) 
Bronx, N.Y.
WILLIAM P. GRIEVE (CAS’57) 
Naples, Fla.
DONALD ROBERT HENRICKSEN 
(QUESTROM’57) 
Greensboro, N.C.
FRANCIS A. MARTIN (CFA’57) 
South Weymouth, Mass.
BETTY JEAN “BJ” N. WINSLOW 
(CAS’57, SON’85) 
Newtonville, Mass.
ELVIRA “SPATZ” EIZENHOEFER 
(SON’58) 
Reno, Nev.
ALFRED L. FILLION (QUESTROM’58, 
WHEELOCK’62) 
Tilton, N.H.
MARCELYN E. KARAGOSIAN 
(SON’58,’63) 
Uxbridge, Mass.
BARBARA R. MALINSKY 
(QUESTROM’58) 
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
ROBERT S. MIRABITO (CGS’56, 
QUESTROM’58) 
Hingham, Mass.
BARBARA G. ROSENBLUM 
(QUESTROM’58) 
San Francisco, Calif.
JAMES M. SLOAN (LAW’58) 
Providence, R.I.
MIMI DENTON BRAVAR (CFA’59) 
Durham, N.H.
LAWRENCE “BILL” W. BROWN 
(WHEELOCK’59) 
Mystic, Conn.
MANNY DE PINHO (CAS’59) 
Newport, R.I.
BEATRICE “BEEBE” B. FREITAS 
(CFA’59) 
Honolulu, Hawaii
JAMES W. KILLAM (LAW’59) 
Peabody, Mass.
HOWARD C. LLEWELLYN 
(WHEELOCK’59,’67) 
Marstons Mills, Mass.
EDWARD C. ROUSH (STH’59,’61) 
Newton Lower Falls, Mass.
MALCOLM E. WETHERBEE 
(GRS’59,’66) 
Exeter, N.H.
MARILYN WHALEY WINTERS 
(WHEELOCK’59) 
Bakersfield, Calif.

1960s
MARY RITA CASSIDY (SON’60) 
Rutland, Vt.
REMI G. DUBUQUE (GRS’60) 
New Britain, Conn.

G. DOUGLAS IDE (WHEELOCK’60) 
West Dennis, Mass.
ANDREA MARSH LEOPOLD (CAS’60) 
New York, N.Y.
WILLIAM E. DOLL (GRS’61) 
Cobble Hill, British Columbia
BARBARA ANNE GILLIS (CAS’61) 
Needham, Mass.
HARRY M. HUGHES (ENG’61) 
Port Orange, Fla.
GERALD “JERRY” WOLPER (LAW’61) 
Beverly, Mass.
ETHEL KAISER HUTTAR 
(WHEELOCK’62) 
Newtown Square, Pa.
FRANCES F. LEA (CAS’62) 
Orange, Va.
MARGUERITE ARMSTRONG (SON’63) 
Worcester, Mass.
TERENCE M. CLARKE (COM’63,’89) 
Scituate, Mass.
MARJORIE J. KELLER (SON’63,’64) 
Lexington, Ky.
ROGER C. LAMSON (CAS’63) 
San Diego, Calif.
GRACE SAROSI (SON’63) 
Roseville, Minn.
CURTIS B. HAIG (DGE’62, COM’64) 
Broomfield, Colo.
JOHN T. O’SULLIVAN (DGE’52, 
QUESTROM’64) 
Brockton, Mass.
LINDA KEYWORTH DAVIS (CAS’65) 
Holmes Beach, Fla.
LEONARD A. ESKENAS 
(QUESTROM’65, LAW’67) 
Falmouth, Mass.
PAUL M. GALANKA (WHEELOCK’65) 
White Plains, N.Y.
JOHN S. GOODNOW (LAW’65) 
Peterborough, N.H.
LORELLE JOANNE PELLETIER 
(SON’65,’66) 
Falmouth, Maine
DOMINICK A. SAMPOGNA (MED’65) 
Brightwaters, N.Y.
WILLIAM ROBERT MCFADDEN 
(STH’66) 
Bridgewater, Va.
FOSTER B. MILES (WHEELOCK’66) 
Henrico, Va.
NORMA K. REYNOLDS CAVANAUGH 
(WHEELOCK’67) 
Newburyport, Mass.
SUSAN G. NEWMAN (CAS’67) 
San Mateo, Calif.
JOHN J. THEODOROS (LAW’67,’69) 
Littleton, Mass.
DOMENIC A. CRETARA (CFA’68,’70) 
Long Beach, Calif.
THERESE JOAN D’ABRE 
(WHEELOCK’68,’77) 
Sandwich, Mass.
JOAN P. FERRY (SARGENT’68, 
WHEELOCK’69) 
Watertown, Mass.
RICHARD EDWIN PHILLIPS 
(WHEELOCK’68) 
Ipswich, Mass.
PAUL E. THOMPSON (COM’68) 
Pembroke, Maine 
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JASON A. WARK (SDM’68) 
Nokomis, Fla.
MORTON A. SHEA 
(WHEELOCK’69) 
Sarasota, Fla.

1970s
DONALD WALTER KROEBER 
(QUESTROM’70) 
Gainesville, Ga.
JOHN P. MANNING 
(WHEELOCK’70) 
Natick, Mass.
ROBERT RAUSCH 
(WHEELOCK’70) 
Bolton, Mass.
ARTHUR E. LEDERMAN 
(CAS’71) 
Beverly, Mass.
SUZANNE S. SMITH 
(WHEELOCK’72) 
Plympton, Mass.
MICHAEL ROBERT YOUNG 
(LAW’72) 
Annapolis, Md.
CHRISTOPHER E. BLACK 
(CGS’71, WHEELOCK’73) 
Orange, Mass.
EVANGELINE PEARL BROWN 
(WHEELOCK’73) 
Marblehead, Mass.
THOMAS E. MILLER 
(CAS’73) 
Monroe, N.Y.
SHIRLEY M. BESSEY 
(WHEELOCK’74) 
Waterville, Maine
BILLY LAFEVER 
(WHEELOCK’74) 
Saint Louis, Mo.
ELIS A. YOKELSON 
(WHEELOCK’74) 
Hingham, Mass.
JAMES P. BARBATO (GRS’75) 
Sterling, Mass.
EDWARD B. DINAN 
(QUESTROM’75) 
North Hampton, N.H.
BARBARA J. HEIN (SSW’75) 
Portland, Ore.
FRANK W. TIERNEY 
(WHEELOCK’76) 
Hingham, Mass.
JAMES W. FLOOD (LAW’77) 
Lowell, Mass.
JOHN THOMAS MOORE 
(QUESTROM’77) 
Pomfret, Conn.
JANET A. ALBRECHT 
(QUESTROM’78) 
Wellesley Hills, Mass.
NANCY FERGUSON-GOYDA 
(WHEELOCK’78) 
Florence, Mass.
VICTORIA A. CAHALANE 
(WHEELOCK’79) 
Osterville, Mass.
MARK J. GUNDERSEN 
(LAW’79) 
Wilmington, Del.
DANIEL T. MOORE (STH’79) 
Liverpool, N.Y.
JENNIFER N. PORTER 
(CFA’79) 
Scituate, Mass.

1980s
CARLOS F. BARBOSA 
(WHEELOCK’80) 
Assonet, Mass.
CAROL DEROCHE SAMOST 
(QUESTROM’80) 
Walpole, Mass.
ARLETTE M. CLAFLIN 
(WHEELOCK’81) 
Norfolk, Va.
DENISE T. GRAVELINE 
(COM’81) 
Washington, D.C.
FRANCIS “BENNY” O. 
BENEVENTO (MET’82) 
Bradenton, Fla.
JOHN E. DRAGAT 
(QUESTROM’82) 
Waban, Mass.
PHYLLIS A. KEPHART 
(MED’82) 
Prattsburgh, N.Y.
BETSY ANN GUNZELMANN 
(WHEELOCK’83) 
Hampton, N.H.
JENNIFER VALIANTI 
(CAS’83) 
Georgetown, Mass.
LOIS ANN FORD (COM’85) 
Quincy, Mass.
SUSAN E. LEACH 
(QUESTROM’85) 
Boothbay, Maine
DENISE A. DENISOFF 
(MET’86) 
Schenectady, N.Y.
MILLICENT I. KUSHNER 
MAHMASSANI 
(WHEELOCK’86) 
Evanston, Ill.
LYNN MARIE SUTHERLAND 
(QUESTROM’86) 
Stamford, Conn.
JAMES ANTHONY BERNARDO 
(QUESTROM’87, CAS’87) 
Ludlow, Mass.

1990s
HILARY E. CLARK (CAS’91) 
New York, N.Y.
STEVEN CHRISTOPHER 
LARSON (MET’92) 
Willmar, Minn.
VIRGIL BISMARK BALDI III 
(CAS’93) 
Greenwich, Conn.
LARRY A. CROSS (SPH’93) 
Katonah, N.Y.
KATHLEEN H. MCCARTHY 
(WHEELOCK’94) 
Lakewood Ranch, Fla.
JUDY ANN ELFERT (SSW’97) 
Dracut, Mass.

2000s
CODY D. CONSTABLE 
(LAW’04) 
New York, N.Y.
DEREK DOVER (MET’09) 
Grand Junction, Colo.
AMY DURFEE WEST 
(STH’12) 
Denver, Colo.

says H. Steven Colburn, an  
ENG professor of biomedical 
engineering and director of  
the Hearing Research Center, 
who was chair of the depart-
ment when Voigt joined BU in 
1981 after earning a PhD at 
Johns Hopkins University. There 
were only three faculty in the 
department.

“Herb came with deep com-
mitments to research, to teach-
ing, and to the department,” 
Colburn says. “He was an uplift-
ing and optimistic presence 
through the years of developing 
the department and its reputa-
tion. He was also a delightful 
person and a caring teacher.”

Kenneth Lutchen, dean of 
ENG, says Voigt was a pioneer in 
transforming the BME depart-
ment from an undergraduate-
only program to an active, 
full-research one with master’s 
and PhD programs. “Herb 
amplified the department’s 
influence nationally in its early 
years through his service as a 
leader in several biomedical 
engineering organizations,” 
says Lutchen.

Voigt was also a School of 
Medicine associate research 
professor of otolaryngology.  
His primary research focused 
on the neuronal circuitry in  
the cochlear nucleus, which 
transmits information from  
the inner ear to the brain. As 
principal investigator of BU’s 
Auditory Neurophysiology 
Laboratory, he sought to bet-
ter understand how the brain 
responds to sound.

Throughout his professional 
life, Voigt was known for being 
an extraordinary mentor who 
influenced the course of numer-
ous careers.

“Professor Voigt had a pro-
found impact on my life,” says 
Warren Grill (ENG’89), the 
Duke University Edmund T. 
Pratt, Jr., School Professor of 
Biomedical Engineering. “My 

experience in his lab during 
the summer of 1988 and the 
following academic year 
changed the course of my 
career and inspired me  
to pursue academia. He 
provided an environment of 
respect and excitement, where 
individuals were enabled and 
encouraged to pursue their 
ideas and passions.”

Justin Williams, a University  
of Wisconsin–Madison professor 
and chair of biomedical engi-
neering, met Voigt more than 
20 years ago, at a Biomedical 
Engineering Society meeting. 
Williams was just a graduate 
student at the time, he says, but 
Voigt bought him a beer and 
talked with him for two hours 
about research, job prospects, 
and “life in general.”

Voigt’s interest in biomedical 
engineering issues and global 
health and development took 
him all over the world, notably 
to Nigeria, Sweden, Malaysia, 
and Peru. He received a 2014–
15 Fulbright Scholar grant to  
the Pontifical Catholic Univer-
sity of Peru, where he helped 
develop a new biomedical 
engineering PhD program 
and worked with the Instituto 
Nacional de Salud (Peru’s ver-
sion of the National Institutes 
of Health) to create a research 
program to detect heavy metals 
in biological samples.

He was also active in his com-
munity, serving as an elected 
town meeting member and an 
elected Milton Public Library 
trustee. At the time of his death, 
he was president of the Bach, 
Beethoven, and Brahms Society 
of Boston. 

Donations in Herbert Voigt’s 
memory can be made to the 
Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms 
Society, PO Box 470528, Brook-
line, MA 02447, or to Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom of the Blue 
Hills, 18 Shoolman Way, Milton, 
MA 02186.
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