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a photograph/Preserve your 
memories/They’re all that’s left 
you.”—Simon and Garfunkel, 
“Bookends.”

BARBARA STRAUSS NEUERMAN 
(CAS’71)  

MARC ALAN NEUERMAN 
(QUESTROM’71)

Marietta, Ga.

Due process of law is a constitu-
tional guarantee that prevents 
governments from impacting 
citizens in an abusive way. In 
its modern form, due process 
includes both procedural stan-
dards that courts must uphold 
in order to protect people’s 
personal liberty and a range of 
liberty interests that statutes 
and regulations must not 
infringe. It traces its origins 
to Chapter 39 of King John’s 
Magna Carta. The Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the 
Constitution guarantee that 
no person shall “be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, with-
out due process of law.” 

 Souza states, about the 
Situation Room photo, “This is 
an important moment in our 
nation’s history.” We as a nation 
sent military personnel into a 
foreign country without per-
mission. Instead of arresting 
Osama bin Laden and having 
him appear before an interna-
tional court for his crimes, we 
simply executed him. Is this 
the defi nition of a democracy? 
How is this an important mo-
ment? It denigrates everything 
that our nation stands for. 

We have moved from due 
process to rendition and on to 
conducting assassinations. I 
don’t think this is the type of 
story that an academic insti-
tution should use to attract 
alumni donations. We should 
be highly critical of these ac-
tions and the story itself.

CARLO PETRUZZIELLO 
(QUESTROM’86,’01)

Carlisle, Mass.

Lesson Plan

I was researching information about the School of 
Education when I stumbled upon this article (“Win-
ning the Long Game,” Winter–Spring 2018). As a 
black male, I thought, “Hey, this article talks about 
people like me.” Learning about the discussion  
around and issues with black male infl uence in public 
schooling was an eye-opener. 

When I planned to go into education, and for as long as I can re-
member living in an urban neighborhood, I knew there wouldn’t be 
many people of my physical characteristics going into teaching; yet I 
never took into account what it really means to have these problems 
occur among people who look like me. I always looked at all my teach-
ers the same, no matter who they were. If I’m to be honest, I was slight-
ly ignorant because I always looked at teachers for the quality of their 
work, as opposed to what they looked like. After reading this article, 
I gained a new nervousness I haven’t felt in a while about the realities 
of someone like me teaching outside of my home city’s bubble. Maybe 
the personal connection this article has to me is what really stuck, but 
ultimately Brett McLean’s eloquent description is something I intend 
to take with me as I take the next big step into my dream.

RUDY JOSEPH
Elizabeth, N.J.

Both Sides of the Picture
We look forward to each and every issue of Bostonia. Not only does 
Bostonia provide us with great articles about our beloved BU, but it 
often highlights the impressive work of alumni. This is the case with 
the Winter–Spring 2018 issue, which tipped us off  to the remark-
able work of yet another alum, Pete Souza (COM’76) (“Portrait of a 
President”). The article is magnifi cent. I want Pete to know that I 
was in tears thumbing through the pages as I waited on line to pay for 
this book. We will treasure this book always and thank Pete for his 
intimate portrait of President Obama. “Long ago, it must be/I have 
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