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What Does Art-Science Collaboration Make Possible?

By the nature of our work, astrophysicists are storytellers. | am
particularly interested in the stories of stars in binary systems that
have been changed by their companion. A key example of these are
blue straggler stars, often identified by their location above the main
sequence in open cluster color-magnitude diagrams, therefore
seeming to be “straggling” behind their expected evolution. From
HST photometry and spectroscopy, we now know these systems have
white dwarf companions, revealing their past mass transfer histories.
But what choices do we have when tasked with telling this story?
Exploring this question as | embarked on a long-term art-science

collaboration opened possibilities that have
changed all aspects of my work as a teacher-
scholar. In this talk | will connect my
astrophysics research to the important

broader questions we face when telling %
science stories and share how | answer these

guestions through my efforts in the world of
art-science.
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