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FINDING CANCER CURES THROUGH 
FUNDING RESEARCH

Judy N. Quong, PhD
American Association for Cancer Research (AACR)



To be the most effective catalyst for the cures and prevention 
of all cancers through cancer science: 

 Research
 Education
 Communication
 Collaboration
 Advocacy
 Funding for cancer research

Founded 116 years ago, the AACR is the first and largest cancer research 
organization in the world dedicated to preventing and curing all cancers

AACR’S VISION AND MISSION



AACR MEMBERSHIP



AACR ASSOCIATE (EARLY CAREER) MEMBERSHIP



AACR MEETINGS AND SPECIAL CONFERENCES



AACR JOURNALS
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AACR CANCER PROGRESS REPORTS



AACR RESEARCH AND GRANTS ADMINISTRATION 
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AACR GRANTS PROGRAM CONTINUES TO GROW

$ M

$4 M

$8 M

$12 M
Since 1993, the AACR has awarded 
nearly $520M to more than 1000 
scientists in 16 countries, contributing to 4 
FDA-approved drugs and 1 diagnostic 
test.

We support the complete research life cycle

We support all stages of career development

 Established scientists

 Mid-career scientists

 Junior faculty

 Postdoc



 Awarded 57 grants
 A total of $10.3M
 Received 981 applications from the US and 31 other countries
 24 expert Scientific Review Committees

2022 GRANT CYCLE



AACR GRANTS SUPPORT ALL STAGES OF CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT

Early Career Investigators within 
11 years of terminal degree; 
$150K-$200K over 2 years.

Support independent research 
investigators generate 
preliminary data; $50K over 1 
year.

Independent research investigators at 
any career stage; ~ $250K over 2 
years. Collaborative grants for investigators 

from different institutions; up to 
$1.5M over 3 years.

Postdocs/clinical fellows; $120K over 2 
years ($100K over one year for clinical 
fellowships).

Established

Mid-Career

Early Career
Post-docs/Clinical 

Fellows

Grant 
MechanismsFellowships

Independent 
Research  

Grants
Career 

Development 
Awards

Team Grants

Seed Grants
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2022 FUNDING PORTFOLIO BASED ON NUMBER OF 
GRANTS FUNDED

Funding supports the full spectrum of cancer 
research including basic, translational, 
clinical, and population sciences including:

- Breast cancer
- Gastric cancer
- Hematologic malignancies
- Kidney cancer
- Lung cancer
- Neuroendocrine tumors
- Ovarian cancer
- Pediatric cancer
- Cancer health disparities
- Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
- Immunotherapeutic approaches to cancer 

treatment
- Regenerative medicine in cancer survivors
- Tumor Treating Fields
- and more…..

Career Development 
Award

Fellowship

Mid-Career

Other



RESEARCH FUNDING IS AN INVESTMENT:
WE TRACK AND MEASURE RETURNS

Benefits of 
Research 

Grants

Scientific 
Knowledge

Novel 
Targets

New 
Technologies

Novel 
Therapeutics

Career 
Development

New 
Treatment 
Options

Patient Care

Partnerships
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MILESTONES OF AACR FUNDED GRANT 
RESEARCH (WORK IN PROGRESS)



VIRTUAL AACR GRANTEE CLUB

Provide a platform for current and past AACR grantees 
to foster networking, share knowledge, and cultivate 
research collaborations

“Being an awardee of the AACR grants program fostered my career enormously. I 
got to know many cancer biologists through the AACR grantee club meetings. 
These meetings were of enormous help in establishing new collaborations 
across the oceans. It also helped my research to continue going, even beyond the 
grant end date.”

“Thanks so much for organizing such a great event. I really enjoyed the talks and appreciate 
the opportunity to hear from and interact with such a great group of scientists.”

https://www.aacr.org/professionals/research-funding/grantees/new-club-allows-aacr-grantees-to-meet-virtually/


SUPPORTING OUR GRANTEES AT AACR 
ANNUAL MEETING

 Annual Grants Reception and Dinner 
 Grants Booth
 Inaugural Meet-the-Reviewers Event

James DeGregori, PhD
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus

Christine A. Iacobuzio-Donahue
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center



AACR grants support 
researchers, both domestically 
and abroad, at every stage of 
their career, representing a 
global commitment to 
understanding, preventing, 
diagnosing, and treating cancer.

AACR Research Grants Program

For more information, visit AACR.org/Funding
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THANK YOU!!

For more information, visit AACR.org/Funding
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