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Memorandum 

  

  

To:                 Faculty, Deans, Vice Presidents & Directors 

  
From:              Andrei Ruckenstein, Vice President and Associate Provost for Research 

                        Jennifer Grodsky, Vice President for Federal Relations 

                        Ara Tahmassian, Associate Vice President for Research Compliance 

                        Andy Horner, Associate Vice President for Financial Affairs                   

  
Date:               February 24, 2013        

  
Subject:           Impact of Federal Budget Sequestration on Boston University Sponsored Award 

Funding 

  

  
As you are likely aware, the Federal budget “sequester” is scheduled to go into effect on Friday, 

March 1 unless Congress and the President are able to agree to alternate legislation.  It appears 

increasingly likely that no action will be taken and sequestration will become at least a temporary 

reality.  As such, we wanted to share with you some excerpts from an announcement that was made 

yesterday by the NIH: 

  

“The NIH continues to operate under a Continuing Resolution and therefore all non-competing 

continuation awards are currently being funded at a level below that indicated on the most recent 

Notice of Award (generally up to 90% of the previously committed level).  Should a sequestration 

occur, NIH likely will reduce the final FY 2013 funding levels of non-competing continuation 

grants and expects to make fewer competing awards to  allow the agency to meet the available 

budget allocation.  Although each NIH Institute and Center (IC) will assess allocations within their 

portfolio to maximize the scientific impact, non-competing continuation awards that have already 

been made may be restored above the current level but likely will not reach the full FY 2013 

commitment level described in the Notice of Award.” 

 

Unfortunately, the final impact on sponsored award funding levels at Boston University remains 

unclear.  However, it is highly likely that Principal Investigators will experience reduced award 

levels and lower award success rates.  Faculty should continue to carefully plan and budget their 

existing sponsored research work.  In addition, we urge you to work closely with federal program 

officers regarding potential impacts to your existing awards and pending proposals, and we ask that 

you share any new information with us. We are in regular communication with federal agencies and 

legislators and will provide additional information as it becomes available.  We would like to work 

closely with you to anticipate and ameliorate the impact of both sequestration and the uncertainties 

of the federal budget on the BU research community.  

  

We are hopeful that the impending changes in funding for sponsored research will be clarified and 

that federal agencies will work to restore funding to the extent they are able.  Early next week, we 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-13-043.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-13-002.html


  

 

will be announcing the details of two Research Town Halls to be held later in March.  At these town 

halls the research community will have an opportunity to discuss the recent NIH announcement and 

any recent information available from other agencies with Jennifer Grodsky, Vice President for 

Federal Relations, along with members of Lewis-Burke Associates. 

 


