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Before We Start

A few comments

1. This presentation is a review of Black social work history

2. Discussion of how | have incorporated it into my anti-racism work

3. | use a critical historical view of social work's history

4. Statements and points | highlight are towards the profession in general

5. Not all authors of texts hold same views
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My Research Guide

Black Contributions to Mutual Aid, Social Welfare,
and Social Work History

e Started guide in my doctoral history of social work class

Revised as | read through texts and did further searches

Resources freely avilable through library, interlibrary loan,
HathiTrust, and Internet Archive

PROF2PROF

Older books purchased cheap from used book stores

Shared on Prof2Prof and Twitter (@JustinSHarty)
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Black Social Welfare & Social Work History

This history is devalued and omitted by dominant Eurocentric social work

Skipping over Black Social Work History

It is indeed peculiar to find that although most histories of social work go back to the English
Poor Law, they skip over the helping tradition of blacks during slavery, the Underground
Railroad movement, the abolitionist movement, and even the Freedmen’s Bureau, which was
the first massive governmental effort at caregiving. (J. M. Martin and Martin, 1985, p. 7)

The Need to Document Black Social Work History

This textbook [Ross, 1978] was devised and developed as a corrective for omissions and
deficiencies in the existing literature on social welfare, and especially by the absence of any
extensive body of materials illustrative of the black heritage and experience in this area of
knowledge (J. M. Martin and Martin, 1985, p. 7)
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The Limits of Social Work Care and Help

new community 150): 391403 April 1989

An uncaring profession? An examination of racism
in social work

Is social work a caring and helping profession to all? Lo Do

® Historical evidence suggests not for Black people SR i

® Racism in social work has historically affected our... e

o Practice i et
e i

o Employment R g

Social work purports to be the profession that cares for the welfare ofis clients
and aspires to meet their material and emotional needs (Compton and Galaway
1975). To what extet can black people, i.., people of Afro-Caribbean and Asian

o Education e o iy ot

“This paper considersthis queston interms of the sevices white social workers
working i predominantly white institutions provide fo black clens, the posi
tion of black social workers as employees, and training provisions for black
students. Unfortunately, the answer o this question s that white pracitioners,
educators and ther deparments have servd th intrests of black popultions
(@] esearc badly (ADSS/CRE 1978; Taylor 1981; Rooney 1980; Small 1984; Sewell 1985;
Devine 1983; Tipler 1986; Dormineli 1988; Willams 1987). Morcover, his situa-
tion has persisted despite various atempts which have been made to counter it
since the mid 19705 (Rooney 1987). Why hassocial work been unabl to respond

Lsna Domineli is Lecturer in Applied Social Studies a the University of Warwick.
She has worked in community work, socal services and probation settings and has had
several books published in the area of social work.

Dominelli, 1989.
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Racist SOC|aI Work Practlces

Authors cite effects of racism on service delivery in
Black social work history B ——

BY SEYMOUR MIRELONITZ®

® Denying or restricting access to services for Black clients i

Forcing Black communities to address their own needs

t with in rel
n and the soclety in which

Providing low quality services in Black communities B

1 55 n sssistant profestor at
a1 ork, University of Tiiinols at Chicego Cirete.

Offering services too expensive for Blacks to afford

1. To demonstrate the melting pot theory as a myth or fantasy

Thinking Black clients have the same needs as Whites

Ignoring that racism affects interactions with Black
clients

Dominelli, 1989; Mirelowitz, 1979; Reid-Merritt, 2010; Solomon, 1976.
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Racism in Soual Work Employment

Black social work research shows how racism has
historically affected the profession’s ability to...

® Recruit and employ Black social workers

e Adequately training Black social workers

e Shield Black social workers from hostile work
environments

® Provide Black social workers with peer supports

® | everage their strengths as Black social workers

Dominelli, 1989; Stubbs, 1984; Washington, 1935.

ders Our Future Re

The employment of black social
workers: from ‘ethnic sensitivity’ to
anti-racism?

PAUL STUBBS

Abstract

Although thescady of social work iniervention i the black community has

whole, been guilty

of two rit . Fisy. th racism
i

o v I he umctionig oF voul seiet depaimente- T e,

organised around a discussion of the implementation of policies for the

cmployment of black soil worker,scks T address thse omissions by

vices departmer
“The main question concerns how far backsoial workerssid the smooth
ment of antr-facis stratesies and practics. it osgeoton b ns tis s

issue on thebass o researc, crried out between October 1983 and April
1984 in connection with a PRD research project, in the social servic

deparimentsof wo Ianer London boroughs which 1shalterm -Ayeborough
and ‘Beeborough’. The text includes quotes gathered from taped interviews

S i ) 8 o e 987 v e el oo
e, o 1974, Huthand 1980 e 1390, 1o ABSWAP 1983

6
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Racism in Social Work Education

Authors show how racism within social work education
has historically contributed to...

® Segregation in campus housing, eating, and study

e Social work coursework and teachings distanced from the
. The Impact of Racism
BIaCk Communlty on Social Work Education

by JOHN LONGRES

® Social work courses on Blacks issues perceived as
discriminatory against White students

® Few scholarships or funding support for Black social
work students

e Difficulties in Black professors obtaining tenure in
schools of social work

Longres, 1972; Schiele, 2007; Solomon, 1976.
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Racism in Social Work Research

The ways in racism historically permeated social work
research is evident in...

® The belief that Blacks are nonrational and nonscientific

® The idea that Blacks cannot be detached and objective

® The view that Blacks are incapable of conducting research
Historical research reflects difficulties Black social
work researchers faced...

® Limited research opportunities and funding

® Barriers to participating in research, review, editorial boards

® Few opportunity to publish their work in journals and books

Bell, 2014; Schiele, 2007, 2013.
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Addressmg RaC|sm in SOC|aI Work

Historical texts highlight attempts to address racism in
social work such as...
® 1967 National Association of Black Social Workers
o 1968 walkout at National Conference on Social Welfare

o lIgnites Black social worker's challenge to address
racism in the profession

e 1970 CSWE Black Task Force

o Tasked with developing Black curricular content and
increasing Black enrollment

o 1973 report recommends that CSWE address pervasive
and persistent racism
Bell, 2014; Brown et al., 2011; Reid-Merritt, 2010; Schiele, 2007; Trolander, 1997.
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Black Social Work: Separate but Equal?

® Early mainstream social work movements such as Settlement Houses and Charity
Organization Societies were not focused on improving the conditions of Black people

® | eft out of White social work, Black social workers had to form separate and parallel
systems of social services to ensure the welfare of Black people and communities

® Black-focused social welfare organizations such as Black churches, women's clubs,
mutual aid societies, fraternal organizations, and other voluntary associations assisted in
these efforts

® |n education and research, Black social workers formed study and research groups,
historically Black colleges and universities created social work programs targeting Black
students, and Black scholars started Black-focused academic journals

Carlton-LaNey and Hodges, 2004; Carten, 2021; DelLoach McCutcheon, 2019; Hounmenou,
2012; Howard, 2017; Luker, 1984.
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Black Settlement Houses

Black Settlement Houses were created in the absence
of support for White Settlement Houses

® Frederick Douglass Center

Trinity Mission Settlement Neighbors

Phillis Wheatley House

South Side Settlement House

Urban League settlement houses

® Black Caucus of Settlement Workers

Bell, 2014; Jackson, 1978; Lasch-Quinn, 1993.
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Black Charity Organizations

Blacks formed their own charity organizations since
most White COS discriminated against Blacks

e Black churches
® Homes for the elderly

National Association of Colored Women's Clubs

National League for the Protection of Colored Women

National Urban League

Negro Welfare Association

Jackson, 1978; Weisenfeld, 1997.
Justin S. Harty — ¥ @JustinSHarty Black Social Welfare & Social Work History
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THE NEGRO AND THE CHARITY ORGANIZATION SOCIETY
IN THE PROGRESSIVE ERA
ALVIN 5. KoGUT
P —

i sl s, e st of 1 fpoctst el i, e

it

o the Negr

mmw d th sl co

e sane of e i ol

et o
iy of refrncs o Negros i te eprt, pbicatons, and s of e

nature o the responses and observaions.

1t s geerally ackoowledged that, up
to'the ‘minorities in gen-
il o espcally e Negre b o
a large extent been bypassed in the
‘writng of American history. Social wel-
fare history has, with some exceptions,
tended to reflect the mainstream in this
e, A more bl ineprcton

has pointed out in The Sirange Carcer
o Jim Crow, thero was o sigifcant
time Jag between the end of Reconstruc-
tion in 1877 and the imposition of rigid
segregationist laws and practices in the
South. He noted that as the South
“veered toward proscription and ex-
e, ortber plon sifted to e
ke

agreater understanding o curent prob-
Tems and, at least theoreticall, enhance
e by to ot ppopie

“This paper is a preliminary explora-
ion af e polce praciees, and i
tudes of one important social welfare
institution, the Charity Organization
ity i elation o the Dk

ity at one partic

the Soth, con-
iy ein afe pot, 50t 3
e wire the ection vy ar apart on
race policy” (29:70).

De facto segregation was not new to
the North. While the institutions of
slavery necessitated a certain closeness
‘and intermingling of the races in daily
affais, urban life made no such require-

aist and disriminatory
practices, which ultims

Te e widesread i he Noxh ven

- before the Civil War. By the turn of the
d

cinination

the major journals of philanthropy have
been used as primary sources.

RACISA IN THE PROGRESSIVE ERA
X is one of the e of 4 Am"icnn

History hat what i odina
ot demxnm: up-

tended to become more and m
bedded it ilary, n employment,
and in many, ol socl st
‘The migrant faced Jim Crow, nothern
style: the S ot i o hows.

cation; occasional rits and
violence; and general exclusion from

{hing else for e Negto. At Woodward
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Black Welfare Organizations

Black organizations focused on the welfare and needs
of the Black community

e Universal Negro Improvement Association

e African Communities League

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

Black YWCA and YMCA

The Black Panther Party for Self-Defense

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

Harvey, 1994; Hilliard and Foundation., 2008; Moore, 1994.

The Black
_Panther Party

) THE PEOPLE PROG

The Dr. Huey P. Newton Foundation

v David Hilliard v Cornel West
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Black Social Work Educatlon

HBCU Schools of Social Work (PhD) FIND A WAY OR

e Fisk University MAKE ONE

e Lincoln U niversity in Pennsyh/ania e M e T S
e Clark Atlanta University* A

e Howard University* T

e Norfolk State University*
® Morgan State University*
e Jackson State University*
® North Carolina A&T State University*

Aubrey et al., 2016; Carten, 2021.
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Black Social Work Research

THE CRISIS

RECORD OF THE DARKER RACES

Black-Focused Journals and Press

The Crisis (1910, W. E. B. Du Bois, NAACP)
Journal of Negro History (1916, Carter G. Woodson)
Opportunity: A Journal of Negro Life (1923, NUL)

The Negro Family in the United States
(1939, E. Franklin Frazier)

Phylon (1940, W. E. B. Du Bois)
The Black Caucus Journal (1968, NABSW)

NOVEMBER. 1810 Number One

Carlton-LaNey, 1999; Lasch-Quinn, 1993; Schiele, 2013.
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Black Traditions in Social Work

Black Spirituality

Spirituality among African-descended people have
been incorporated into our profession by Black social
workers as a method of...

® Providing spiritual and social connection
® Maintaining ethics, morality, and integrity

® Giving value and meaning to the Black race

® Recognizing race as a sacred concept worth fighting for

Emphasizing collective survival, advancement, prosperity

Facilitating human and societal transformation
Howard, 2017; E. P. Martin and Martin, 2002; Schiele, 1997.
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Black Self-help & Mutual Aid

Self-help and mutual aid are values and principles that
have been fundamental to Black social work efforts
towards...
® Ensuring social welfare services were developed to meet ITION
the needs of the Black community

FAMI
COMMUNI

e Establishing Black social work programs in Black
colleges and universities

e Advocating for policy changes to benefit Black people
and communities

Carlton-LaNey, 1999; Johnson, 1991; J. M. Martin and Martin, 1985.
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Black Empowerment

Black empowerment tradition in history of social work
® Personal: Church and spirituality
e Black: Self-worth and racial pride

Economic: Education, training, and employment

Political: Voting and political participation

Neighborhood: Collective problem solving
e Community: Resistance and agency

npowerment Traditi

Client: Leveraging strengths and supports R\ SRt

Edife8 by Tris B. Carlfgh 1 aNey

Armfield, 2014; Carlton-LaNey, 2001; DelLoach McCutcheon, 2019; Gilbert, 1974; Graham,
2004; Howard, 2017; Solomon, 1976.
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Black Phllanthropy

Black philanthropy in social welfare/social work is
rooted in the tradition self-help and mutual aid and...

® Raised by Black women and Black churches
e Often provided by poor Blacks for poor Blacks
® | everaged to mitigate effects of racism and oppression

® A "mechanism for survival, mutual assistance, and
self-help, for social protest, for the struggle for justice,
for the enhancement of the educational and economic
status of blacks, and for the establishment of
institutions” (Fairfax, 1995,p. 10)

Carlton-LaNey et al., 2001; Carson, 1993; Fairfax, 1995; Freeman, 2020; Leak and Reid, 2010.
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Related Black Movements

Black Social Work Leaders Our Future References

Black social movements — Black social work efforts
Nationalist and Integrationist ideologies converge

Niagara Movement

Black Freedom Movement
Civil Rights Movement
Afrocentric movement

Black Power Movement
Black Feminist Movement
Black Social Work Movement
Black Medical Movement

Armfield, 2014; Bell, 2014; Moore, 1994,
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Black Preservation

Black Social Work Leaders Our Future References

Efforts by Black social workers and organizations
reflect the need to preserve...

e Black identity/culture
e Family

Children

o Communities

Natural and human resources

® Historical sites

The Strength of Black Families:
The Elusive Ties of Perspective and Praxis
in Social Work Education

‘Tanya Smith Brice & Denise Mclane-Davison

languoge has a great deal to do with allenation and legitimacy.”
Chicago Catalysts: Declare War on White Racism, 1968

work by blacks for blocks must operote from a new theary, then this

Leverne ings, Chairman Philadelphia Alliance of

The stren
(1939) ea

and The Black

Jum (Colins, 1998; Solomon 1976, Chun, 1975). Black studies

ing the same identity politcs, also became familiar parts of the intellectual land-

5

Brice and McLane-Davison, 2020; Cromwell, 1977; Reid-Merritt, 2010; Schiele, 2013.
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Black Thought in Social Work
Black Self-determination

Black social workers challenged a profession
threatening their right to self-determination,
including...

e Child welfare agencies

® Professional social work organizations

THE BLACK SOCIAL WORK

® Social work faculty and administrators Ll
. , . o PATRICIA
® Eurocentric social work curriculum and training , REID-MERRITT

® Eurocentric theories, models, and interventions

® Social welfare policy makers
Bell, 2014; Graham, 1999a; Leak and Reid, 2010; Reid-Merritt, 2010.
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Black Resistance

Resistance has been used by Black social workers
within our profession to... SECOND EDITION

® Enable Blacks to assert self-determination in the pursuit SOC|AL

of social change
® Rupture racist and oppressive thought that maintains WELFARE
conventional social work knowledge POLICY

® Oppose and overturn social work theories, models, T SR
frameworks, and practices that are hostile towards Blacks :

® Not passively accept social welfare policies that
discriminate, marginalize, and socially isolate Blacks
Graham, 2004; Schiele, 2019.
UBSSW/BUSSW — 02.25.2021 29 /50
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Black Liberation

Black social workers have long advocated for our THE ROLE OF SOGIAL WORK
professions’ commitment towards social action to IN BLACK LIBERATION
include working for Black liberation

National Association of Black Social Workers (1969)

If it is clear that the practice of social work by blacks for blacks
must operate from a new theory, then this theory of liberation
must be fully and unquestionably developed to its fullest by those
blacks. [...] Again, it would be chaotic for blacks to begin to talk
of a new set of values and to then allow whites to define those
values for us. (Reid-Merritt, 2010, p. 43)

Bell, 2014; Gilbert, 1974; Schiele, 2013.
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Black Abolition

“Gentle Student Bend Thine Ear To My Speech”
An Essay About Sojourner
Truth, Abolitionist and Feminist

Early Black social workers and the like worked towards (st skt ot
the abolition of...

Charlotte Field Based MSW Program

Sojourner Truth provides a powwerful model of aduocacy for the social

. . work profession. This paper ofers an analysis of this mportant historical

Y Slaver in a ” ItS forms figure that centers around the implications of being « doubly oppressed
‘minority. An analysis of the inetecnth centiry chattel slavery system

sets the stage for understanding the social environment. A brief bogra:

phy of her life and evolution from enslaved chattel to feminist activist will

highlight her social, spiritual, and personal development. Her philosophy,

which is compatible with the modern feminist movement, is outlined by

[ ] Legal rac'sm an analysis of her speeches.

Sojourner Truth is listed in most every reference book high-
lighting notable African-Americans. Historians agree that she
played an important role in nineteenth century American his-

. . tory; however, the majority of data available do not analyze the
[ ] R a C | a I O p p ress | O n implications and motivations of her work. This lack of scholarly
research combined wi illiteracy of the subject presents 3
special challenge in writing this intellectual biography. Due to
the virtual absence of personal papers, the writer must depend
upon the accuracy of dictated narratives to which writers have
® Racial segregation i o R s s omes o o o
her speeches. “Gentle student bend thine ear to my speech”,
the title of this essay, are Sojourner Truth’s words also chosen
to title the 1853 version of her narrative.

Sojourner Truth demands the attention of social work re-
searchers and historians because of her monumental accom-
plishments and her status as an enslaved African-American
e e e e s o

Bent-Goodley, Snell, et al., 2017; Johnson, 1991; Somerville, 1994; Yearwood, 1980.
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Afrocentricity

Studies found conflicts between Afrocentricity and

Eurocentrically oriented social work theories,

paradigms, and models that... ; glum-cn
® Drive practice, teaching, and research on Black people Enrd\{:\ges
® Are not reflective of the realities of Black Americans rocenfric
® |gnore sociocultural uniqueness of people of African ancestry ‘ Grcdigm

® Are adapted to address Black issues in Black neighborhoods
e Fail to address distinctive liberation needs of Black people

® Perpetuate racism in human services and related fields .
Jerome H. Schiele

e Enforce adoption of Eurocentric cultural values and practices

Bent-Goodley, Fairfax, et al., 2017; Graham, 1999a, 1999b; Schiele, 1996, 1997, 2013.
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Some Researchers of Black SOC|aI Welfare /Work

Mekada Graham
Garland L. Jaggers

Iris Carlton-LaNey

Jerome H. Schiele
Tricia B. Bent-Goodley
Denise McLane-Davison
Wilma Peebles-Wilkins
Robenia B. Gary
Lawrence E. Gary

Audreye E. Johnson
Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn
Joyce M. Bell

Elmer P. Martin
Joanne M. Martin
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® Eugene Kinckle Jones ® Birdye Henrietta Haynes

® George Edmund Haynes e Whitney M. Young

® E. Franklin Frazier e Willie Gertrude Brown

e Carter G. Woodson e Phillis Wheatley

® Lucy Diggs Slowe e William Boyd Allison Davis
® Inabel Burns Lindsay e William Still

e Sarah Collins Fernandis e Ada S. McKinley

® Forrester Blanchard Washington ® Maggie Lena Walker

For historical contributions of Black Social workers, see Presentation titled Dr. [Iris Carlton-
LaNey Presents on the Contributions of Black Icons (CSWE — February 19, 2021) on YouTube
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How Will We Change History?

What will you do to ensure a more complete social work history? Here are
some suggestions...
1. Incorporate Black social welfare and social work history into social work curriculum and
doctoral comprehensive exams

2. Interview and document the history of contemporary Black social work scholars,
community members, and organizations so they are not lost to omissions in history

Ensure books on Black social work history are in social work libraries
Purchase access to historical and contemporary journals targeting issues of Black people
Cultivate archives focused on local Black social work contributions

o oA W

Reclaim and redefine Black history that is actually Black social work history and
understand it as simply social work history

7. Collaborate with Indigenous and communities of color to incorporate their social work
history and replicate the efforts proposed for Black social work history
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How Will | Change History?

® Incorporate Black social work history into my curriculum

Leverage this historical research to dismantle racism in our profession

Begin conducting research on contemporary Black social workers

CSWE Educator|Resource (July 2021 release, with Drs. Jerome H. Schiele and
David J. Pate Jr.)

Social Welfare History Group (CSWE Track) expanded bibliography
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How Are Others Changing History?

Here are some amazing presentations on Black social workers
® Drs. Iris Carlton-LaNey & Tanya Smith Brice

o Dr. Iris Carlton-LaNey Presents on the Contributions of Black Icons (with Tanya
Smith Brice, CSWE). Available on YouTube

® Drs. Jerome H. Schiele, Joshua Kirven, Sean Joe, & Martell L. Teasley

o Intergenerational Contributions of Black Male Social Work Educators to Combating
Racism (in Social Work, White Supremacy, and Racial Justice, University of
Houston Graduate College of Social Work). Available on YouTube

® Dr. Denise McLane-Davison & Mr. Garland Jaggers

o Black Power, Black Liberation & Social Work: Back to the Beginning of the
National Association of Black Social Workers (Shimon Cohen’s Doin' The Work
Podcast). Podcast available on many platforms
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