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Profiles in Nigerien Artisanry:
The Artists of Niamey

The Niger Artisan Project consists of 12 candid conversations with
artisans working in Niamey, Niger Republic. The artisans featured here
fall into a category more closely related to the corresponding Hausa
term Ma’aikatan Hannu, or people who work with their hands. This
broader definition resulted in a group of interviewees ranging from a
vendor who re-purposed old tires to a fashion designer. This interview
#1 is with the Head of Artisans unit of the Niamey National Museum. He
gives an overview of the arts tracing the history of the Museum and how
each artisan was brought to serve there. During the interview, he
sometimes borrows words from French, Zarma and Tuareg (Tamashek).
These words/phrases have been Ajamized and are in Blue quotation
marks. — S
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