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DIDU'S FEAST AS A PLAY

Boston University Women as
the Players.

Beautiful Costumes and Perfeet Pro-
nunciation Were- Features,

Girls Prove that They COan Get Alone
Without Male Help.

**Dido’s Feast,” a Latin nplay coasisting
of passages nnd scenes from the rezond
and third books of Virgil's s3neld, was
riven by the coeds of Boston univeraisy
last evening In Jacob Sleeper hall.

It was the first Latin production ever
attempted at theuniversity, and althaagh
not presented on such an ambitious
scale as that on which the coming pre-
sentation of “The Captives' of Plautus
Wil be, owing to its many unlque fea-
tures and the fact that it was the Initlal
effort of R..U. in Latin theatricals,
“Dldo’s Feast” had been ,anticipated
with more than the cordinary share of
the interest generally attached to the
dramatic enterprises of the studenis. .

The scenery, the costumes, the icces-
sories, the falr participants themselves,
and the skill displayed in the manage-
rient of the whole, combined to make
the presentation such as to arouse the
wdarm appreclation of the audience.

With some depasrture from the original
and several new features introduced, the
play was a repetition of the adaptation
froni the text made by Miss Mabel Bar-
Tows several years ago for the use.of
the girls’ Latin school of this city.

When the curtain rose on the court.of
the famed queen of Carthage, the city
“‘that stands oppositethe’INber's mouth,™
one of the prettlest scenes of the entlre
play met the gaze,

A chorus of slave girls gowned in the
graceful and looge tlowing gurb of the
women of the early Roman empire stood
upon the stage chanting one of Horace's
beautiful odes, and as they sang they
moved their farms and bodles to and- tro
to the rhythmic accompaniment of a

arp.

This opening chorus conslisted of Misy
Alma Whithwuan, Miss Grace Fox, Miss
Fila’ Daniels, Miss Lucy Whittler and
Miss Helen Armstrong. The harpist was
Migs Edith Allen Howe., ‘The musle for
the ode was composed by I{oward T,
Crawford 5. -

The parts of Encas and Dido In this
scene, ns throughout tho pluy, were ad-
mirably Impersonated by Miss [Hiia
Helen Smull and Miss Bertha P. Mar-
vel. The acting of the former as .Zneans,
the prir.cl{ml role of the play., is worthy
of special commendation. In appear-
arce and makeup she looked the part of
the Trojan hero as nearly as any ath-
letle young woman of the period could
asimulate the carringe and bearing of i
manly man, Her portrayal of the part
wias always consistent, and evidenced
arn intelligent appreciation of the char-
ucter and qualities which went to make
un the ideal hero of early latin litera-

ture,

Miss Marvel nlso made a success of
her part, her eane and grace adding
much to the effectiveress of the stage
pictures, »

Misx Rertha J. Atwater as Anchises
looked and played the role of the'old
muan to perfection. Her clear und stul-
lerd enunclation di1 much to enhance the
purity and richness of the tongue, in the
pronunciution of which she proved her-
self o mistress,

Misz Sarah E. Reed ns Helenus and
Miss Gruce F. Senbury ans Andromache
are also worthy more than passing no-
tice for tha copable and etficlent render-
ing of the roles assigned them,

It was the last scene of the play which
proved tha crowning feature of - the
evening. lere when the fepst was over,
and incas had finished his story, was
given us n heautiful tinnle . representa-
tion of w Roman slave dance. There
wag nothing in it suggestive of the
sprightly gayety or abandon of the moil-
ern dance. It was meant to flludrato
an ldea, a condition of Hfe most familiar
with the anclents, that of servitude.

‘There was the manifestation of a sad
ond touching resignation to fate in every
novement of the bhody and gesture of
the hand, and in this resembled more
thun anviling else a serles of Delsarte
besen, ‘The danece war prepared under
thn direction of Amle Pryson Caul,

Amone those who particlpated in _this
clasing feature of the play were Miss
Violn Bewinerd, Miss Ethelwyn Wallace,
Miss Kntherine Chamberlain, Miss Fdith
Mavherry, Miss Grace Ifox and Miss
Stelln Converse,

The piece moved forward with flatter-
tngg rwiftness  and _ smoothness, for
which pleasing fuct Miss Al White
man of Roxbury, who, under the super-
vision of Prof Thomas B, Lindsay, the
head of the Latin department, had the
entire manugament of the productlon
in charge, was responsible more than
any other young womin.,

Its succeds last evening was a proof
of what energetie, enterprising and
bright young college girls can accom-
plish In the histrionic field without the
uld of the male students.

Mrs Thomas B. Lindsay, Mrs Edward
If. Atherton and Mrs Robert Allison
Ware were the patronesses.

Bliss . Bultenhouse and an efflclent
corps of assistant ushers seated the
large audience which crowded the hall.

All the parts, with the exception of
the little Ascanius, were taken by young
women. The cast:

JAlneus

.Miss Hila II Small

Anchises 58 Bertha J Atwater
Iielenus . Miss Sarah E Reed
Ascanlus thur D Whitman
YTidus Achat Migs Moulton
Bitlas .Mies Santom
Dido tha I* Marvel

Creusa iss Lilllan K P Farrar
Aundromache Mlss (iruee F Seabury
Venus . Mins Ella L Chege
Auna ss Fthel G Briztot

.Miss Edith A 1Lwe
Miss Ella Danlels, reader
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