
A LOUD BUT NOISY SIGNAL: THE ROLE OF PUBLIC 
OPINION IN EDUCATION POLICY MAKING

A LECTURE BY MARIUS BUSEMEYER
Moderated by Cathie Jo Martin, Professor of Political Science and Director of the Center for 
the Study of Europe at Boston University

Thursday, April 12, 2018 at 4 PM  | Pardee School of Global Studies, 121 Bay State Road

Free and open to the public | Seating is limited | www.bu.edu/european

This talk presents findings from 
the project “Investing in 
Education in Europe.” The core 
claim of the project is that 
public opinion is a loud, but 
noisy signal. Policy-makers to a 
large extent respond to public 
demands, but these responses 
are often biased as policy-
makers interpret and try to 
shape public opinion and make 
use of it in public debates 
about policy reform. Thus, the 
project studies the interaction 
between the forces of public 
opinion, party and interest 
group politics.

Marius Busemeyer is Professor 
of Political Science at the 
University of Konstanz. His 
research focuses on 
comparative political economy, 
welfare states, public spend-
ing, social democratic parties 
and theories of institutional 
change. 


