The film GHENT, U. S. A. is one fruit of a multitude of popularizations that resulted from the work of Southwest Minnesota State University's Rural and Regional Studies program and the local Society for Study of  Local and Regional History and an associated History Center, which originally was established jointly with the Minnesota History Society. The thrust of the university's curriculum, the local society conferences and publications and history and history's collecting was to give life and significance to a place on the prairie. Their shared publications of essays, small books, and coffee table books focused local, state, and upper Midwest attention on the region's geography, ecology, environment, social life, ethnicity, and the history and the culture of its agricultural, small town life and its highly diverse ethnic and native life. Southwest Minnesota is located at the northwestern tip of the Tall Grass Prairie and the Buffalo Ridge (Coteau du Prairie) whose headwaters flow east, west, and south to the Minnesota, the Mississippi, and the Missouri, and yet north to the Red River, then Winnipeg, and onto the Hudson Bay. Amato, who headed and directed the program and society for over twenty years, will bring books to display work and give away approximately 20 copies of Servants of the Land, which inspired the film Ghent, U. S. A.  
