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U.S. Student Visa Types

» A citizen of a foreign country who seeks to study within the
U.S. generally must first obtain a U.S. student visa, which
is placed within the traveler’'s passport

» Citizens of Canada are not required to obtain a visa
to enter the U.S. but must follow all the other
procedures outlined here to enter the U.S. in the
proper immigration classification

* As an international student at Boston University, you must
apply for the most appropriate visa type that will allow you
to enter the U.S. to begin or resume your academic studies

* Most international students will be sponsored by
Boston University on an F-1 Student Visa for the
duration of their academic program of study

+ Alternatively, students being funded from an outside
source (e.g., scholarship, government) may be
eligible for a J-1 Student Visa
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Certificate of Eligibility S .

» To apply for a student visa, you must first obtain
a Certificate of Eligibility from Boston University.
There are two types: a Form 1-20 (for F-1 Visa
Status) or a Form DS-2019 (for J-1 Visa Status).
These certificates include your:

* Biographical information

» Academic program information

* Program start and end dates

» Estimates of tuition, fees and expenses

* You will need your 1-20 or DS-2019 to schedule a
visa application appointment at a U.S. Consulate,
apply for an F-1 or J-1 Student Visa, and travel to
the U.S.
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How do | obtain an 1-20 or DS-20197?

» |-20s/DS-2019s are issued to new students by the
Boston University International Students & Scholars
Office (ISSO) at the direction of the Metropolitan
College (MET) Admissions team

+ To request an I-20/DS-2019, you must first submit a
variety of documentation to MET Admissions via your
Applicant Gateway Portal

« MET Admissions will conduct an initial
assessment of your documents. If all documents
are complete and accurate, we will then initiate an
[-20/DS-2019 request with the ISSO

* Once finalized, ISSO will send your 1-20 or DS-
2019 electronically to your BU email account
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Deadlines & Processing Times

Fall Entry Spring Entry Summer Entry * Please be aware that 1-20s
(September) (January) (May) and DS-2019s are issued

by Boston University during
select months of the year

BU Immigration Document

Processing Period APl OBl ARl s e ApL depending on your intended
entry term
BU Immigration Document Incoming students requiring
Request Deadline :
July 1 November 15 March 15 a student visa should

(for those not currently
studying in U.S.) upload all required

immigration documentation

BU Immigration Document to MET as early as
y ying T the deadlines outlined here

eligible for SEVIS transfer)
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Required Documents

At minimum, you must upload the following documents within your Applicant Gateway
Portal to request your 1-20 or DS-2019 from BU:

1. Acompleted BU International Student Data Form
2. Acopy of the biographical page of your passport
3. Copies of financial documentation demonstrating your ability to pay for your expenses at BU. This includes:

e An official bank statement/letter showing availability of funds covering the full BU Estimate of Expenses

o If applicable, a Sponsorship Certification Form

Additional documents are required for select populations:
4. Transfer documents for those currently studying in the U.S.

5. Dependent documents for your spouse and/or children (under the age of 21) who will accompany you to the
U.S. or will join you at a later time
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https://www.bu.edu/isso/files/2024/03/ISSO-ISDF-updated-3-22-24.pdf
https://www.bu.edu/isso/getting-started/documents-procedures/requiredfinancialdocumentation
https://www.bu.edu/isso/getting-started/documents-procedures/requiredfinancialdocumentation/expenses-crc/
https://www.bu.edu/isso/files/pdf/Sponsor-Cert-Form.pdf

1. BU International Student Data Form

Boston University Metropolitan College

BOSTON Bosten University Global Programs
NIVERSITY International Stedents & Scholars Office

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DATA FORM

This farm must be completed by all internatianal students apphying far admission. Mease answer all of the questions completely and return the form with the.
requested financial documentatian and copies af U5, immigratian documents (if applicable] to the Admissions Office reviewing your academic applicatian.
Once you have been admitted toa program of study (and, in some cases, ance you have farmally accepted the affer of admissian], the Admissians Office wil
send this form and supparting dacuments ta the Baston University International Students & Scholars Office {IS50). Once your record has been reviewed and
determined to be compiete, the 1550 will farward an official immigraticn document to yau with nstructions on how to appy for the student visa at the
nearest LS. Embassy ar Cansulate. i you are currently in the LS., the 1550 will forward specific immigration instructions ta you ta fadilitate your enraliment.

e Jrtere [t JOees
et e T
Country of Citizenship: |:| Country of Legal keiﬂm:::: — : eyt

Bermanent address in home country:

e ] E—
e s e [
] e ]

1 you are: curmently ling in the 115, pleass provide your current U 5. address:

s ] I P E—

mocode: [ Jenmewmser [ ]

FINANCIAL DECLARATION

Boston University is required by LS. government regulaticns to verify the availability of adequate funding for your tutian, fees, and living expenses for the
duration of your studies at Baston University to issue the immigratian documents necessary to abtain a student visa. All financial documents submitted for
evaluation will become the property of Baston University and will nat be returned to the applicant. It s recommended that you request multiple copies of
the dacurnentatian listed below to submit at the paint of visa appication and ta retain for your records. Please refer to the Estimate of Expenses for the
breakrdown of fees and for the minimum required per year.

All dedarations of financial support must:
1. Reflect the minimum amaunt of suppart in U.S. dallars
2. Specify funding for study at Boston University not anather callege or university)
3. Include a date and be na more than one year old from the intended date of enrollment
4. Indicate the periad of time for which the suppart will be provided
5. Be written in English
6. Reflect funds that are readity available for tuition payment [Le., checking or savings accounts).
*+ Certain investment accounts such as stocks, salary documents, praperty halding, etc. do not reflect available funds and will not be accepted.

Please check the box belaw which describes the type of funding you will be receiving, and attach the appropriste official documentation as autined below.
Please note that additicnal funding must be provided for any accompanying dependent for which a document will need to be issued. Dependents are defined
s spouse or unmarried children under the age of 21.
[0 1 you will be funded by a family member, please submi
1. A letter of spansorship which indicates that your spansor & willing and able to support you financially for your academic fees and living expenses
throughaut the duration af your stuties at Baston University. The letter must also indicate the spansar’s relation to you fL.e.: mather, father, etc.)
2. An official bank statement or letter or credit reference from a bank stating the availability of the minimur estimated expenses as indicated on the
Estimate of Expenses.
[ 1 you will be funded by your govermment, an crganization, a company, etc., the sponsar must submit a ketter of spansarship on official letterhead
‘which states:
1. That your funding is valid specifically for Baston University.
2. Exactly which expenses wil be covered [Le., academic fees, living experses, heakth insurance, financial suppart for family members, travel, etc)
3. The length of the financial support.
[ 1 you will be funded by a bank loan, you must submit an afficial ketter of certification from the lending institution indicating the specific amount for
which yau have been guaranteed.

O 1fyau have received a financial award from Bostan University fi.e., Fellowship, Assistantshin, Scholarship, etc.) you may not need to provide additianal
financial documents if the award will mest ar exceed the Estimate of Expenses.

[ 1f yau will be funded in a manner nat listed abave [for example, if you will fund yoursedf), you must submit official documentatian (a bank staternent ar
a credit reference from a bani] indicating the specific amount.



https://www.bu.edu/isso/files/2024/03/ISSO-ISDF-updated-3-22-24.pdf

2. Passport Biographical Page

Obtain a copy of the biographical page of your
passport containing your photo, validity dates and
date of birth. Your passport copy should:

» be clear and legible
* include the entire page

» be valid for as long as possible into the future, but
at minimum, it should always be valid at least six
months beyond your anticipated date of entry to
the U.S.
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3. Financial Documentation

U.S. immigration regulations require Boston University
to verify that international students issued an 1-20 or
DS-2019 have documented proof of funding to study
at BU

First, review the BU Estimate of Expenses to
determine the amount of funding required

Second, identify how you will fund your studies at BU.
Acceptable sources of funding include:

* Checking or savings accounts, money market accounts,
certificates/term deposits/fixed deposits (with maturity
dates no later than the program start date or stating that
funds can be withdrawn at any time), educational loans,
benevolent accounts, and scholarships

Third, compile all required financial documents whose
total funds must equal or exceed the BU Estimate of
Expenses



https://www.bu.edu/isso/getting-started/documents-procedures/requiredfinancialdocumentation/expenses-crc/

3A. Financial Documentation:

Bank Statement(s) or Bank Letter(s)

Most students submit bank statement(s) and/or bank letter(s)
as their proof of funding. All bank statements/letters must
meet the following requirements:

» Total funds must equal or exceed the BU Estimate of
Expenses

* Funds must be liquid/available (not frozen) assets and
transferable to the U.S.

» Certain investment accounts such as stocks, salary
documents, property holdings, etc. do not reflect
available funds and will not be accepted

* Must be in English or accompanied by an official English
translation

Must be dated within 12 months of the program start date
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https://www.bu.edu/isso/getting-started/documents-procedures/requiredfinancialdocumentation/expenses-crc/
https://www.bu.edu/isso/getting-started/documents-procedures/requiredfinancialdocumentation/expenses-crc/

3B. Financial Documentation:
Sponsorship Certification Form

Boston University Metropolitan College

BOSTON
UNIVERSITY

Financial Sponsorship Certification
For International Students

Submit this form and any additional financial documentation as
instructed by the schoolicollege to which you have applied.

Student’s Name:
Family/Last Name

Boston University ID Number (if known): _U

Sponsor's Name:

Sponsor’s Relationship to Student:

Specific Boston University school/college and program to which the student is applying:

This certifies that I, am willing and
Sponsor’s printed name

able to financially support the above named student (and his/her family, if applicable) for
academic fees and living expenses in the amount" of (US §) throughout
the duration of his/her studies at the Boston University. Attached to this certification is official
documentation of available funds for at least the first year of enrollment’. The documentation
is in English and the funds are converted to US dollars. It is the student's responsibility to
document availability of additional required funds, if necessary.

Sponsor's Signature



https://www.bu.edu/isso/files/pdf/Sponsor-Cert-Form.pdf
https://www.bu.edu/isso/files/pdf/Sponsor-Cert-Form.pdf
https://www.bu.edu/isso/files/pdf/Sponsor-Cert-Form.pdf

3B. Financial Documentation:

Alternative Funding Sources

Funding from Governments or Scholarship Organizations —
If you will be funded by a government or an organization, the
sponsor must submit a letter of sponsorship on official letterhead
which includes the following information:

» The exact amount of the award and which expenses will be
covered (i.e., academic fees, living expenses, health
insurance, financial support for family members, travel, etc.).

» The length of the financial support

» The funding is valid specifically for Boston University

Funding from Loan(s) — If you will be funded by a bank loan,
you must submit an official letter of certification from the lending
institution indicating the specific amount for which you have been
guaranteed. Your loan(s) must be approved.
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4. Transfer Documentation

Students in F-1 status coming to Boston University from SEVIS transfer students must upload the following
another U.S. school or who are currently on Optional documents within the Applicant Gateway Portal when
Practical Training (OPT) at another school may be eligible to requesting your BU |-20:

transfer their SEVIS record to Boston University. » Copies of the first and second page of ALL existing I-20s

« Whatis a SEVIS record? SEVIS stands for the Student

o _ o » A copy of the most recent F-1 visa stamp in your passport
and Exchange Visitor Information System. It maintains

current information on nonimmigrant students (i.e., all * A copy of the most recent I-94 record
those in F-1 status). If you're currently in the U.S., you :
have an existing SEVIS record/number. * A copy of the front and reverse side of any Employment

Authorization Document (EAD) (if applicable)
* U.S. regulations stipulate that students maintain only one
SEVIS record when you move from one school to another.
SEVIS transfer students will receive a new BU 1-20 with
the same SEVIS number they used at their previous

If you qualify for SEVIS transfer, you will be sent
instructions and a link to the Eligibility Confirmation for
F-1 SEVIS Transfer to BU Form after you submit the
above documentation. Once you have received the form,
institution. follow the steps outlined here.
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https://www.bu.edu/isso/getting-started/documents-procedures/transferring-f1-sevis/

5. Dependent Documentation

If a dependent (&
age of 21) will :
you must providk
when requesting yo

* You must provide additional proof G
support, as the BU Estimate of Expenses |
per dependent as outlined here

* You must provide a copy of each dependent’s va
passport

Boston University Metropolitan College


https://www.bu.edu/isso/getting-started/documents-procedures/requiredfinancialdocumentation/expenses-crc/

Submitting your Documents

1. International Student Data Form (ISDF)
+) Add Document

2. Applicant's Passport - copy of biographical data page(s)
+) Add Document

3.a. Financial Documents: Bank document (letter, statement, etc.)

Opins
+ Add Document

3.b. Financial Documents: Financial Sponsorship Certification
Form /Letter from your sponsor o=

+ Add Document

9.b. Applicant’s U.S. immigration documents: DS-2019 (first page
only of previous DS-2019) If you have more than one DS-2019,
upload each DS-2019 separately using the DS-2019 upload fields
below — additional upload if applicable -




D partment of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Studeat Status.
LS. Immigration and Customs Enforcement OME NO. 16530038

SEVIS ID: NO0O04720633

Obtaining your 1-20 / DS-2019 i

COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIF
1 £Y

ADMISSION NUMBER

ACADEMIC AND
LANGUAGE

Studies
Studies

[lIIl \'IIIZN LEVEL

M\h' EXGLISH PROFICIENCY EXNGLISH PROFICIENC 3 EARLIEST ADMISSION DATE
danc is 04 AFRIL 2016

START OF CLASSES FROGRAM START/EN
2016 04 MAY 2016 - 30

SCHOOL ATTESTATION

ceriify under penaby of perjury that all infomuation provided shove was emaed beone | signd his form andis s and corre| execuied this form in he United
sutes afiex review and evaluation in the United States hv e ar other the schonl of the stadent's application, wanscrigas, or ather reconds

i uhthua'ere-:meduIheﬂhwlgnjmkna.mnnﬂhuimﬁgﬂhulh.hmhlki e named studeat’s

“FR 214 N MH6). lam o

FLACE ISSUED
Ft. Washin

hnemiin!igludmmmlimﬂamemnm-ﬂmmhnmn‘mv.hu'.n those of any exiension of stay. | cenify that all imformation provided om this form
elerupu.lful.h.mmindumnn!..mmI.mhgbunkmlphmudaig 1 certify that | seck s enter or remain in the Usiied Simies semporarily, snd solely for the
iul.lpmg'r am of stedy at the school named above. | also sshorize the nanved school 1o release any information from my reconds necded by DHS

rent or guardian, and studest. must sign if studest ks under 15,

DATE
e —
MAME OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE ADDRESS (city/state or provines'coun

Boston University Metropolitan College ,
ICE Form 1-200 A-B (3/31/2018) Fage 1 of 3



mailto:metvisa@bu.edu

Apply for a U.S. Visa

Boston University Global Programs:
International Students & Scholars Office

The BU International Students & Scholars
Office (ISSO) is here to assist you through the
visa process.

* Please review the ISSO Guidelines to
Apply for the F-1 Student Visa for step-by-
step instructions about the initial F-1 visa
application process.

ISSO

 In addition, watch this video for an
overview of the F-1 visa application
process.

LINKS

* If you have any questions, please contact
ISSO directly at 617-353-3565 or
Issogac@bu.edu.

Bookmark: www.bu.edu/isso

Boston University Metropolitan College


https://www.bu.edu/isso/travel-visas/apply-for-a-visa/initial-visa-application/prepare-to-apply-for-your-visa/
https://www.bu.edu/isso/travel-visas/apply-for-a-visa/initial-visa-application/prepare-to-apply-for-your-visa/
https://www.bu.edu/isso/travel-visas/apply-for-a-visa/initial-f-1-visa-application/
mailto:issogac@bu.edu
http://www.bu.edu/isso

Questions? Contact us:

Andrey Blidman

International Enrollment Manager

Admissions & Enrollment Services

BU Metropolitan College
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