
Semester Date Speaker Name Speaker Affiliation Speaker Field Name of the Talk Co-Sponsors

Spring 2022

27 April 2022 Renanah Joyce Brandeis University IR

Market for 
Access: Need, 
Competition, and 
the Prospects for 
Power Projection NA

22 February 2022 Jake Grumbach University of Washington AP

Laboratories of 
Democratic 
Backsliding NA

16 February 2022 Anna Grzymała-Busse Stanford University CP

Tilly Goes to 
Church: The 
Religious and 
Medieval Origins 
of the Modern 
State

Boston 
University 
Center for the 
Study of Europe

Fall 2021

3 November 2021 Saad Gulzar Stanford University CP & Methods

The Gender (Dis)
comfort Gap: The 
Effects of Gender 
on Everyday 
Interactions NA

18 October 2021 Vesla Weaver Johns Hopkins University AP

The State from 
Below: Racial 
Authoritarianism 
in US Democracy

Boston 
University 
Department of 
African 
American 
Studies

22 September 2021 Kevin Quashie Brown University PT
Black Aliveness 
and the Commons

Boston 
University 
Department of 
English & 
Boston 
University 
Department of 
African 
American 
Studies

Spring 2021 21 April 2021 Cyrus Samii New York University CP & Methods

Can Communities 
Take Charge? A 
Randomized 
Controlled Trial on 
Sustaining 
Schools in 
Afghanistan NA



Spring 2021

8 March 2021 Marcus Walton Boston University CP

Democracy's 
Preludes: 
Citizenship and 
Contentious 
Politics in Egypt 
and South Africa NA

Fall 2020

18 November 2020 Neil Roberts Williams College PT

How to Live Free 
in an Age of 
Pessimism

Boston 
University 
Department of 
African Amerian 
Studies

9 November 2020 Moises Arce Tulane University CP

Opposition and 
Support for 
Resource 
Extraction NA

26 October 2020 Cedric de Leon University of Massachusetts, Amherst AP

Why 1861? 
Political Parties, 
Racial Capitalism, 
and the Timing of 
the U.S. Civil War

Boston 
University 
Department of 
Sociology

14 October 2020 Volha Charnysh Massachusetts Institute of Technology CP & Methods

Explaining 
Outgroup Bias in 
Weak States: 
Religion and 
Legibility in the 
1891-92 Russian 
Famine NA

Spring 2020

26 February 2020 Deborah Schildkraut Tufts University AP

The Political 
Meaning of 
Whiteness for 
Liberals and 
Conservatives NA

Fall 2019

16 October 2019 Justin de Benedictis Kessner Boston University AP & Methods

Where the 
Sidewalk Ends: 
How Participation 
Contributes to 
Inequity in 
Government 
Service Provision

Boston 
University 
Initiative on 
Cities


