
Dr. Melissa L. Gilliam became Boston University’s eleventh president on July 1, 2024.  
Dr. Gilliam is an esteemed and award-winning interdisciplinary researcher in medicine, 
public health, and the humanities. Dr. Gilliam joined Boston University from The Ohio 
State University, where she held the Engie-Axium chair and served as executive vice pres-
ident and provost overseeing 15 colleges and six campuses and the Office of Academic 
Affairs, including undergraduate education, graduate education, international affairs, 
diversity and inclusion, external engagement, online learning, and information technology. 
She placed a keen focus on issues of access, affordability, and reducing student debt.

Prior to joining Ohio State, Dr. Gilliam spent the majority of her career at the University 
of Chicago, where she was the Ellen H. Block Distinguished Service Professor of Health 
Justice, a professor of obstetrics and gynecology and pediatrics, and vice provost. In the 
latter role, her portfolio consisted of faculty hiring, faculty development, chair develop-
ment, and diversity and inclusion. In these roles, she oversaw the Neubauer Family  
Assistant Professors Program, the Provost Postdoctoral Scholars Program, and faculty 
awards and recognition.

Dr. Gilliam’s scholarship focuses on developing biomedical and innovative interventions to 
promote adolescent health and well-being. Her research funders have included the National 
Institutes of Health, the National Science Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the Irving Harris 
Foundation, and others. Dr. Gilliam is a member of the National Academy of Medicine, 
the American Gynecological Club, and the American Gynecological & Obstetrical Society. 
She serves on the Board of Governors of Argonne National Laboratory and the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation. Among her many awards and honors, she received the King Arts Center 
Legacy Award in 2022, was named a Centennial Scholar of the Institute of Medicine of 
Chicago, and received the Chicago Urban League Innovator Award, the US Food and Drug 
Administration Advisory Committee Service Award, and the Chicago Foundation for  
Women Impact Award. She has published over 100 articles in her field.

A native of Washington, D.C., she is the daughter of the late, world-renowned, abstract 
painter Sam Gilliam and the pioneering journalist at the Washington Post Dorothy Butler 
Gilliam, the first Black female reporter hired at the paper. Dr. Gilliam earned her Bachelor 
of Arts in English literature from Yale University, a Master of Arts in philosophy and politics 
from the University of Oxford, a Doctor of Medicine from Harvard University, and a Master 
of Public Health from the University of Illinois Chicago. She completed an internship in 
general surgery at the University of Chicago and her residency in obstetrics and gynecology 
at Northwestern University.
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